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Welcome 


reen shoots and colourful flowers are much needed 
in our lives, and now that spring is in full swing, we 
can once more revel in gardens and plants galore. 


It’s Easter this month and for many this is the 

moment we venture into our gardens for any length of time and 

plan for the seasons ahead with a sense of optimism and intent. 
To help us nurture new shoots, we begin a new practical 


series with head gardener Benjamin Pope (page 24). His 
seasonal advice spans the kitchen, flower and ornamental 
gardens. Green is the colour when it comes to our cover garden. 
This small courtyard, designed by George Cullis (page 68), 
uses a palette of green tones, textures and plant types to enfold 
and soothe. On a larger scale, it is about working with your 
surroundings rather than against them. At Nant-y-Bedd in 

the Brecon Beacons, owner Sue Mabberley works alongside 
nature to create an organic garden and woodland that features 
a natural swimming pool, potager, forest garden, meadow 

and more (page 78). And we focus on key design solutions 
when it comes to creating a garden that means the whole 
family can enjoy being outside (page 100). 

We couldn't let April go without a celebration of tulips; 
we visit the Cambridge Central Mosque to consider their 
cultural relevance and jewel-like 
exuberance (page 60). 

To add to your inspiration we are 
delighted to announce our online 
Masterclass series for 2022. We have 
three expert speakers who will be 
covering a range of topics in their 
talks and we invite you to join us live 
online or on demand (see page 26). 


Cee puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


C Website gardensillustrated.com 
Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
Twitter @Gdnslllustrated 
Facebook @gardensillustrated 


Jewel-like tulips in the 
gardens,of the Cambridge 
Central Mosque;-page 60. 
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GARDEN DESIGN 
TRAINING FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


Find out more about our 
inspirational training at Royal 
Botanic Gardens Kew, RHS Garden 
Wisley and online. 


Our Diploma and Professional 
Development programmes are 
available online in real-time classes as 
well as at our home in Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew. In 2022 we also have 
short courses for professionals and 
garden enthusiasts at RHS Wisley 
Garden, Denmans Garden and online. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to hear 
how our students are creating 
successful garden design careers and 
discover an ever-changing range of 
courses for the garden enthusiast. 


LONDON 
COLLEGE 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


+44 (0)1483 762955 info@lcgd.org.uk 
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a new seasonal plants for a cutting a family-friendly 
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page 24. “The loved choosing this “While photographing 
seasons are what keep __ selection of cut flowers; this harmoniously 
gardening fresh. I love colour, texture and connected space over 
how each month brings scent come together two levels I felt I had as 
new plants to grow and for a considered much fun as the kids 
produce to pick.” arrangement.” playing around.” 
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INVESTING FOR GENERATIONS 


Set sail on 


the adventure aus 
of a lifetime Rewards 


here are some journeys that have earned iconic status in the REDEEMING 


travel hall of fame, and a trip on Hurtigruten’ss Norwegian YOUR OFFER 


Coastal Express is one of them. Dubbed ‘the world’s most 
To claim 10% off a trip on 


Hurtigruten’s Norwegian 
Coastal Express, head to 
hurtigruten.co.uk/destinations/norway 


beautiful voyage; this trip takes you past hundreds of fjords 


and thousands of mountains, stopping at 34 ports along the 
way. Started in 1893 in order to transport people and goods along the north 


Norwegian coast, the voyage is now an intrinsic part of Norwegian culture. It and use code HRG-GIL at checkout, 
still acts as a vital transport link, where locals share the ship alongside tourists or call 020 3553 1644. 

looking for the Northern Lights in winter, or enjoying 24 hours of daylight 

in summer. There’ a wide choice of excursions, plus coastal guides who lead HURTIGRUTEN 
activities and interpret the cultural and natural treasures seen on the voyage. Norwegian Coastal Express 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


Discount applies to new bookings only. Discount will only be applied to the cruise. Any flights, transfers, shore excursions, other pre and post arrangements, and extras 
(meals, supplements, gifts, cruise cards, on board credit, name changes, admin fees, fuel surcharges) will not be discounted. Cruise duration must be 5 nights or more to 
qualify. Not combinable with 1893 Ambassador scheme. See website for full itineraries and further details. Offer can be withdrawn at any time and without prior notice. 
Booking terms and conditions apply and are available online at www.hurtigruten.co.uk ABTA (V7545) & ATOL (3584) protected. 


THE GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 


CONTAINER GARDENING 


35 planting recipes for beautiful pot displays 


THE GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 


Container AOn))% 
gardening 9.99 


In this special edition, discover 
colourful flower combinations and 
seasonal planting schemes for pots, 
all designed by leading plantspeople. 


Each simple planting recipe 

features a plant list, steps on 

how to achieve the look, and 
suggestions for stylish planters. 
Te pot You'll also find top tips on container 
growing from the experts, practical 
advice on how to grow your own 
food and cut flowers in pots, and 
inspiration on how to display your 
containers for the best visual impact. 


on your patio 


“Creative ideas to transform your 
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It’s the perfect guide to brightening up 
your outdoor space, from a compact 


SPECIAL EDITION ; 
balcony, small patio or larger garden. 


Order your copy today 


*Price applies to UK orders only. Overseas prices, including postage, are £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
TUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed-line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free-minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 
Outside of inclusive or free-call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, and 9am-1pm Saturday. 


A NATURAL LOVE OF STRIPES 


ATCO 


AN OBSESSION WITH STRIPES SINCE 1921 


WWW.ATCO.CO.UK 


DIGIN 


What's new, what's growing and what's going on this month 


Clockwise from above left 
John Shepherd's painting of 

a double Paeonia lactiflora 
cultivar, titled Botanical 
Rainbow 1; American artist 
Libby Ellis’s black-and-white 
image of Cosmos bipinnatus; 
Kings Hat 25 by Konrad Cox is 
one of a series of stereographic 
panoramic photographs of the 


JOHN SHEPHERD, LIBBY ELLIS, KONRAD COX, ANNIE CHEN / ALL SAATCHI GALLERY 


New Forest; Aechmea setigera 
by Annie Chen. 


Life works 


From intricate botanical illustrations of bromelaids found high 
in the Amazonian rain forest to stereographic panoramas of the 
New Forest in Hampshire, the 2022 RHS Botanical Art and 
Photography Show at the Saatchi Gallery in west London features 
a diverse range of images that capture the beauty of the natural 
world. Alongside paintings of garden favourites and macro 
photography, showing details such as tiny holly parachute fungi 
(Marasmius hudsonii), will be works that explore the ecological 
and economic significance of many familiar fruits and flowers. 
All entries for this annual exhibition, held in partnership with the 
Royal Horticultural Society, go through a rigorous pre-selection 
process that assesses each work's scientific accuracy, technical 
skill and aesthetic appeal. 9-29 April. saatchigallery.com 
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We can all feel a little powerless in the face of climate 
change, but focusing on tackling changes to your own 
garden’s microclimate can be less overwhelming. To 
emphasise the point, London’s Chelsea Physic Garden 
has declared a microclimate emergency based on its 
own experience. For more than ten years, its garden 
team has kept detailed records of weather patterns to 
help plan its gardening year, and these have chronicled 
a changing climate. “It used to be that the rain we 
collected would last us until late spring,” said head of 
plant collections Nell Jones. “Last year we ran out in 
early March.” As a response, the Physic Garden is 
encouraging us all to make small changes, such as 
collecting (more) rainwater, making compost or 
committing to going peat free, which it hopes will add 
up to make an impact. chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


FIT FOR 
A QUEEN 


To celebrate the Queen reaching 

the historic milestone of 

70 years on the throne, rose 

breeder David Austin has 7 
aunched a new sweetly 

scented rose to bloom in 

time for the Platinum Jubilee a 
celebrations. Rosa Elizabeth 7 + f 
(= ‘Ausmajesty’) is a shrub hay 7 


rose with delicate pale-pink 4 
flowers that have hues of 

apricot against dark-green 

foliage. It’s available as both 

a bare-root rose for £25 and 


a potted plant for £33.50. Your 
can find more information on 
R. Elizabeth on the website 

or in David Austin’s Handbook 
of Roses, which itself has a big 
birthday this year with a special 
60th anniversary edition. 
davidaustinroses.co.uk 
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Dark secrets 


Fermob has added a sultry new colour, Black 
Cherry, to its iconic range of outdoor metal 
furniture. Find it as an option on most styles, 
including the flagship Bistro collection, as 
well as the low, round Lorette table and 
Bellevie dining table shown below. Browse 
the full range online or in the new UK store 

in Chiswick, west London. fermob.com 


DAVID AUSTIN ROSES 


‘The water is amazing, it’s like swimming in silk. We hada 
couple of dragonflies buzzing past us... you definitely feel 
you're one with nature. Having the pond has made a big 


difference to the way we use the garden.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 
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GRASSROOTS GARDENING “ 


Registration is now open for the Chelsea Fringe, 
thevalternative garden festival that runs in 
tandem with the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, with 
events:around the country and beyond. If you 
have a brilliant idea for an event for this year’s 
festival - which takes place 21-29 May — head 


» to the website to register it now. Previous 


events have included tours of botanic gardens, 


~ workshops in creating miniature gardens, and 
-an-urban tree festival. chelseafringe.com 


Perfect 
combination 


Crocus has a launched three new 
container collections — Chocolate 
Orange (right), Summer Nights 
and Ruby Starlet — that make 
creating beautiful pots simplicity 
itself. Each is made up of two 
complementary plants that flower 
from June, and all are available as 
plug plants delivered from April. 
Prices start at 14.98 for ten large 
plug plants. crocus.co.uk 
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GREEN GOALS 


If youre planning a visit to the 
Netherlands over the next few months 
then don’t miss the chance to visit 
Floriade Expo 2022, the Dutch 
horticulture exhibition that takes place 
once every ten years. This year’s Expo is 
based on the theme of Growing Green 
Cities and will showcase ideas from 
organisations around the world on how 
we can make our cities more fun, more 
beautiful and more sustainable. The 
Expo, which is taking place in the city 
of Almere, home to the green-walled 
Aeres University of Applied Sciences 
(above), starts on 14 April and runs 
until 9 October. floriade.com 


HEAVY DUTY 
Garden Trolley 
£79.99, Vonhaus, 
vonhaus.com 


TIPPING POINT 


Cobra GCT200P 200kg Capacity Poly Hand Cart 


£79.99, Mowers Online, 
01452 616169, mowers-online.co.uk 
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MODERN COLOUR 
vidaXL Hand Trolley 150kg, red 
£79.99, vidaXL, 

020 3808 5745, vidaxl.co.uk 
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Many leading garden designers were at Inchbald 
and help our current graduates with their careers 


Many of the world’s leading garden designers are They help our current students get on the road to 
Inchbald graduates and have benefited from the high success by offering advice, internships and often jobs. 
standard of tutoring on which the school’s reputation Find out more visit inchbald.co.uk today. 
is built. 

Some of Inchbald’s star graduates 


Interior: Henrietta Soencer Churchill, Staffen Tollgard, Nina Campbell, Kelly Hoppen, Stephan Ryan, Graca Viterbo 
Garden: Luciano Giubbilei, Marcus Barnet, Kamelia Bin Zaal, Philip Nixon, Angus Thompson, Jonathan Snow 


50|5 
YEARS | 53 @ © inchbald 


ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7730 5508 | gardens@inchbald.co.uk | inchbald.co.uk 


DIG IN EVENTS 


DIARY: APRIL 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND ANNIE GATTI 


1) Magnolia Tour 

Join Harry Baldwin, head of horticulture at Borde Hill Garden in West Sussex for this guided 
tour of the garden’s magnolia collection. 5 April, Llam-12pm. Tour included in the garden 
admission of £10.50. Borde Hill Garden, Borde Hill Lane, Haywards Heath, West Sussex 
RH16 1XP. Tel 01444 450326, bordehill.co.uk 

OsSpring Flowering Perennials with Rosy Hardy 

Learn about spring-flowering perennials and how to include them in planting 
combinations in this talk by Rosy Hardy at her Hampshire nursery. The day, held in 
partnership with the RHS, will include a behind-the-scenes tour of the nursery. 6 April, 
10.30am-2pm. £20. Hardy's Cottage Garden Plants, Priory Lane Nursery, Freefolk 
Priors, Whitchurch, Hampshire RG28 7FA. Tel 01256 896533, hardysplants.co.uk 

© Living Easter Wreath 

Get inspiration for an Easter wreath using living plants from the garden and hedgerows, 
and the know-how to make your own from scratch, on this online demonstration with 
Georgie Newbery of Common Farm Flowers. A recording will be available if you can't 
make it live. 6 April, 4.30-5.30pm. £35. commonfarmflowers.com 

© Coastal Plants of Somerset 

Learn about Somerset's varied coastal habitats and their associated plant species, on this 
online talk from Dr Helena Crouch, who has studied coastal plants in the county for more 
than 20 years. 8 April, 730-9pm. £3 (suggested donation). avonwildlifetrust.org.uk 

© Tulip Open Weekend 

Head to Lancashire-based nursery Brighter Blooms to see more than 50 tulip cultivars on 
display and buy a range of summer-flowering bulbs, including one of its specialities: 
Zantedeschia. 9-10 April, 1Oam-4pm. Free. Walton Flats Nursery, Gillibrand Street, Walton- 
Le-Dale, Preston, Lancashire PR5 4AX. Tel 07884 430732, brighterblooms.co.uk 

© Scotland's Daffodil Festival 

Find daffodils galore at this weekend festival held at Backhouse Rossie, home to the 
Backhouse daffodils. The walled garden holds beautiful beds of more than 20,000 
daffodils. 9-10 April, lOam-5pm. £6. Backhouse Heritage & Education Centre, Rossie 
Estate, Collessie Ladybank, Fife KY15 7U. Tel 0844 414 5803, backhouserossie.co.uk 

@ Elegant Plants for the White Garden 

Learn how to plan, design and plant up a white garden with Marylyn Abbott at her 
Hampshire garden. 12 April, Llam-1.30pm. £57 (includes a garden tour and lunch with 
wine). West Green House, Thakham’s Lane, Hartley Wintney, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8JB. 
Tel 01252 844611, westgreenhouse.co.uk 

© Isle of Wight Spring Art and Garden Fair 

Browse plants from specialist nurseries and artwork from local artists in the beautiful 
surroundings of Northwood House and Park in Cowes. 15-16 April, LOam-5pm. £3. 
Northwood House and Park, Ward Avenue, Cowes, Isle of Wight PO31 8AZ. 

Tel 01983 293642, northwoodhouse.org 

© Introduction to Garden Design 

There is still time to book a place on this comprehensive eight-week introduction to garden 
design with the Norfolk School of Gardening. The course covers everything from site survey 
to final plan and includes a visit to an inspiring private garden to see design principles and 
features in practice. One day a week from 20 April, LOam-3pm. £650. Norfolk School of 
Gardening, Ketteringham, Norfolk NR18 ORS. norfolkschoolofgardening.co.uk 

© The Artfulness of Weeds Break 

Book now for this art break at the Angel Hotel in Abergavenny that will help you see weeds 
in anew light. Includes a half-day workshop at Nant-y-Bedd (see page 78) with artist and 
gardener Jacky Mills. 24 or 25 June (workshop on Saturday morning). From £405 (includes 
one-night bed and breakfast and three-course evening meal). Angel Hotel, 15 Cross Street, 
Abergavenny, Monmouthshire NP7 5EN. Tel 01873 857121, angelabergavenny.com 
Allinformation is correct at time of going to press, but may be subject to change. 


Tickets for events may be limited and may have to be booked in advance. 
Please be sure to check all opening times and advice on any local restrictions before travelling. 
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COMMON FARM FLOWERS 
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Maintenance free 
garden furniture 


Lazy Susan specialise in timeless sand cast 
aluminium garden furniture. Each hand-crafted 
piece is powder coated to produce a lasting and 
durable finish. Rust and rot-proof our furniture 
is maintenance-free and designed to live outside 
all year. 


01243 717197 


lazysusanfurniture.co.uk 
Offer ends 01/05/2022 


At the heart of your garden® 


Eventsand fs 
shows 2022 ” 
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From the glamour and excitement : 
of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show to 
the laid-back charm of the Great 
Comp Summer Show, here's our 
round up of this year’s best flower 


shows and festivals 


COMPILED BY ROSANNA MORRIS AND MOLLY BLAIR 
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LUKE MACGREGOR / RHS; JEAN-P ERRE DELAGARDE / CHANT LLY; 
JASON INGRAM / GW LIVE; JAMES BELLORINI / CHARLESTON 


APRIL 


2-3 April Cornwall Garden Society Spring 
Flower Show, UK Specialist nurseries. 10am- 
Apm. £15. Royal Cornwall Showground, 
Wadebridge, Cornwall PL27 7JE. Tel 07530 
920585, cornwallgardensociety.org.uk 


21-24 April Harrogate Spring Flower Show, 
UK Spring gardens. Thursday to Saturday, 
9.30am-5.30pm; Sunday, 9.30am-4.30pm. 
From £18. Great Yorkshire Showground, 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG2 8NZ. 

Tel 01423 648212, flowershow.org.uk 


29-30 April Toby’s Garden Festival, UK 
Annual garden celebration. 1Oam-5pm. From 
£12. Powderham Castle, Kenton, nr Exeter, 
Devon EX6 8JQ. Tel 07561 261615, 
tobygardenfest.co.uk 


29 April — 1 May Gardeners’ World Spring 
Fair, UK Garden inspiration, advice and 
shopping. 9.30am-5pm. From £15. Beaulieu, 
New Forest, Hampshire SO42 7ZN. 
bbcgardenersworldlive.com/spring-fair 


MAY 


5-8 May RHS Malvern Spring Festival, UK 
Gardens, flowers, food and crafts. 9am-6pm. 
From £19.85. Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW. Tel 0344 
338 5400, rhsmalvern.co.uk 


6-8 May Beervelde Garden Days, Belgium 
Renowned nurseries. LOam-6pm. From €12. 
Beervelde Parc, Beervelde-Dorp 75, 9080 
Beervelde, Belgium. Tel +32(0)9 356 81 82, 
parkvanbeervelde.be 


7-15 May Temps de Flors, Spain Spectacular 
displays around the historic centre of Girona. 


Tel +34 (0) 972 419 010, tempsdeflors.girona.cat 


13-15 May Les Journées des Plantes de 
Chantilly, France France's leading garden 
event. Also in autumn (13-15 October). From 
€16. Domaine de Chantilly, 7 Rue du 
Connétable, 60500, Chantilly, France. 

Tel +33 (0) 3 44 27 3180, journees-des- 
plantes.chateaudechantilly.fr 


20-22 May The National Flower Show, UK 
Annual flower show celebrating the best of 
gardening. 1Oam-5pm. From £13. Hylands 
House & Estate, London Road, Chelmsford, 
Essex CM2 8WQ. Tel 0333 242 7912, 
nationalflowershow.co.uk 


24-28 May RHS Chelsea Flower Show, UK 
The UK’s premier horticultural show. Tuesday 
to Friday, 8am-8pm; Saturday 8am-5.30pm. 
From £35.85. London Gate, Royal Hospital 
Road, Royal Hospital Chelsea, London SW3 
ASR. Tel 0844 338 7501, rhs.org.uk 


25-29 May Dorset Garden Festival, UK 
Stalls with plants, tools, garden furniture and 
more. l1Oam-5pm. £12.50. Sculpture by the 
Lakes, Pallington, Dorset DT2 8QU. Tel 07720 
637808, sculpturebythelakes.co.uk 


JUNE 


2-6 June Bloom, Ireland Show gardens 
from top designers. Yam-6pm. From €22. 
Phoenix Park, Dublin 8, Ireland. Tel +353 (0)1 
295 8181, bloominthepark.com 


3-5 June Hex Garden Festival, Belgium 
Floral displays and talks. Also in autumn 
(10-11 September). 1O0am-6pm. Tickets from 
€9. Kasteel Hex, Hoogstraat, 3870 Heers, 
Belgium. Tel +32 (O)12 74 73 41, hex.be 


11 June Royal Windsor Flower Show Displays, 
talks, classes. 1Oam-6pm. £6. York Club, 
Rangers Gate, Windsor Great Park, Surrey 

SL4 2HT. Tel 01753 449449, rwrhs.com 


16-19 June BBC Gardeners’ World Live, UK 
Show gardens, plant village and more. 
Thursday-Saturday, 9am-6pm; Sunday, 
Jam-5pm. From £24. The NEC, Birmingham, 
West Midlands B40 1NT. Tel 020 7150 5154, 
bbcgardenersworldlive.com 


17-19 June Bingerden International 
Specialist Nursery Days, the Netherlands 
Top European nurseries. See website for 
details. Huis Bingerden, Bingerdenseweg 21, 
6986 CE Angerlo, the Netherlands. Tel +31 
(0)313 48 42 38, bingerden.com 


24-26 June Blenheim Palace Flower Show, 
UK Expert talks and more than 300 exhibitors. 
10am-5pm. From £15.50. Blenheim Palace, 
Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1UL. Tel 01993 
810530, blenheimflowershow.co.uk 


JULY 


4-9 July RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Garden Festival, UK The world's largest flower 
show. Monday to Friday, 10am-6.30pm; 
Saturday, 10am-5.30pm. From £23.85. 
Hampton Court Palace, East Molesey, Surrey 
KT8 9AU. Tel 0844 338 7501, rhs.org.uk 


14-17 July Festival of the Garden, Charleston 
Farmhouse, UK Garden celebration with talks, 
from experts, including Piet Oudolf, Tom 
Stuart-Smith, Charlotte Harris, Hugo Bugg 
and Fergus Garrett. From 10am. From £10. 
Charleston, Firle, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 6LL. 
Tel 01323 811626, charleston.org.uk 


16-17 July Belvoir Castle Flower & Garden 
Show, UK Show gardens and talks. 9.45am- 
4.30pm. From £12.50. Belvoir Castle, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire NG32 IPE. 
belvoircastleflowerandgardenshow.co.uk 


20-24 July RHS Flower Show Tatton Park, 
UK Plants and show gardens. 10am-5pm. 
From £25.85. Tatton Park, Knutsford, Cheshire 
WAI6 6QN. Tel 0844 338 7501, rhs.org.uk 


AUGUST 


3-7 August RHS Garden Hyde Hall Flower 
Show, UK Flower displays and specialist plant 
nurseries. 1Oam-5pm. £12.95. RHS Garden 
Hyde Hall, Creephedge Lane, Chelmsford, 
Essex CM3 8RA. Tel 01245 402013, rhs.org.uk 


12-13 August Shrewsbury Flower Show Top 
exhibitors. 10am-lOpm. Ticket prices to come. 
The Quarry, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY11RN. 
Tel 01743 234050, shrewsburyflowershow.org.uk 


13-14 August The Great Comp Summer 
Show, UK Gathering of plant specialists. 
10am-5pm. From £7.50. Comp Lane, Platt, 
nr Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 8QS. Tel 01732 
885094, greatcompgarden.co.uk 


19-21 August RHS Garden Rosemoor Flower 
Show, UK Friday to Saturday, 1Oam-6pm; 
Sunday, lOam-4pm. £12.95. RHS Garden 
Rosemoor, Great Torrington, Devon EX28 8PH. 
Tel 01805 624067 rhs.org.uk 


SEPTEMBER 


4 September Autumn Plant Fair, UK 
Specialist nurseries. 12-5pm. £10. Sussex 
Prairie Garden, Morlands Farm, Wheatsheaf 
Road, nr Henfield, West Sussex BN5 QAT. 
Tel 01273 495902, sussexprairies.co.uk 


6-11 September RHS Garden Wisley Flower 
Show, UK Specialist nurseries. Tuesday to 
Saturday, 8.30am-6pm; Sunday, 8.30am- 
5pm. £15.95. RHS Garden Wisley, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 01483 224234, rhs.org.uk 


16-18 September Harrogate Autumn Flower 
Show, UK Plants and displays at new venue of 
Newby Hall. From £20.50. Newby Hall & 
Gardens, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 5AE. 

Tel 01423 648212, flowershow.org.uk 


23-25 September Malvern Autumn Show, 
UK Autumnal veg and floral displays. 9am- 
6pm. £18.85. Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW. Tel 0344 
338 5400, malvernautumn.co.uk 


23-25 September Féte des Plantes 
d’Automne, France See website for details. 
Chateau de Saint-Jean de Beauregard, Rue de 
Chateau, 91940 Saint-Jean-de-Beauregard, 
France. Tel +33 (0)1 60 12 00 01, 
chateaudesaintjeandebeauregard.com 


This is just a selection of shows for 2022. All 
information correct at time of going to press 


but check details before booking or attending. 
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Advertisement 


Money matters 


If you're looking to invest with confidence, rise above market uncertainty 
with Alliance Trust, one of the oldest investment trusts in the UK 


Founded in 1888, Alliance 
Trust’s long-term approach 
to investment delivers real, 
inflation adjusted returns** 


Alliance Trust 


INVESTING 


FOR GENERATIONS 
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Advertisement 


he return of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show last 
September was a welcome celebration of garden 
creativity — from the small but perfectly formed 
container and balcony gardens to the more lavish 
spectacle of the show gardens — this glorious event 
was an inspiration to us all. We might well have had 
our lives put on hold in recent years, but there was much solace to 
be found in the natural world — whether on public display or closer 
to home in our own gardens. Despite the vagaries of the weather, 
the seasons kept turning and nature maintained its unhurried 
rhythm — for which we were all grateful. Whether flowers or 
vegetables (or both) are your passion, planning a garden is exciting 
—a scattering of bulbs in the autumn herald spring as their green 
tips appear the following year, while a slender sapling planted on 

a damp November day promises a harvest of sweet apples in a few 
years’ time. Every gardener knows it is a long-term process and 
preparation is the key. 

Investing should also adopt these same tried-and-trusted 
principles — and with more than 130 years of experience, Alliance 
Trust is one of the world’s oldest and largest investment trusts 
with assets in excess of £3billion*. Founded in 1888, Alliance 
Trust’s long-term approach to investment delivers real, inflation 
adjusted returns** while carefully managing risk, whilst being 
an investment trust means it has an independent board that 
makes decisions for the sole benefit of their shareholders. With a 
commitment to pay investors a dividend that increases every year, 
Alliance Trust has delivered this for 55 years thanks to its structure, 
putting the company among the top three “Dividend Heroes’ of the 
Association of Investment Companies***. 

Alliance Trust’s investment manager is Willis Towers Watson, a 
leading global investment group, drawing on the expertise of top- 
calibre managers to seek out the best investment opportunities 
from across the world. It is this multi-manager approach that 
aims to reduce risk, smoothing out the peaks and troughs 
normally associated with a single manager. With this resilience 
built into the strategy, Alliance Trust’s diversified portfolio is 
designed to withstand short-term market volatility to deliver 
steady, sustainable, long-term growth to their investors — and 
ensure their abiding peace of mind. 

Commit with confidence today and plan for your future with 
Alliance Trust. You can invest directly in Alliance Trust through an 
investment platform, or via a stockbroker or independent financial 
adviser. If you're a first-time investor and want to know more, 
youll find all the information you need at alliancetrust.co.uk/rise 


*As at December 2021. **MSCI All Country World Index. *** theaic.co.uk 

When investing, your capital is at risk. The value of your investment may rise or 
fall as a result of market fluctuations and you might get back less than you invested. 
TWIM is the authorised Alternative Investment Fund Manager of Alliance Trust PLC. 
TWIM is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Alliance Trust 
PLC is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is registered in Scotland No SC1731. 
Registered office: River Court, 5 West Victoria Dock Road, Dundee DD1 3JT: Alliance 
Trust PLC is not authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and gives 


no financial or investment advice. 


THE CONSTANT 
GARDENER 


In the first of a new practical series, head gardener Benjamin 


Pope looks at what you need to be sowing and growing in April 
to make sure your garden looks great all year round 


WORDS BENJAMIN POPE ILLUSTRATION CLAIRE HARRUP 


pril is when the garden 
really shows its potential 
for growth, gathering 
momentum as day 
length, light intensity and 
temperatures increase. 

In our garden, a row of 
ancient multi-stemmed hazels come to life, 
creating an edge-of-woodland setting that 
I feel is perfect for celebrating spring. 

Underplanted with white bells of 
Leucojum aestivum and cascading flowers of 
Ribes sanguineum White Icicle (= ‘Ubric), 

a mixed carpet of blue and white Anemone 

blanda is peppered with charming Fritillaria 

meleagris. Brunnera macrophylla and its 

white-flowering sister Brunnera macrophylla 

‘Betty Bowring’ complement the planting, 
while the zesty blooms of Euphorbia 

- amygdaloides var. robbiae and Papaver 

| cambricum add spring vibrancy. 

While refreshing, this month can be 
busy for the gardener, and I concentrate 
on completing any last-minute jobs 
from late winter, such as vegetable-bed 

= ‘4 preparation. If not already finished, then 
= — you should be staking and mulching now, 
~~ before border plants expand too much, 
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making these tasks more time-consuming. 


I like to use natural materials to offer 
plants support — jute string, coppiced hazel 
bean poles and pea sticks work well when 
staked, tied and woven together, adding 
natural interest before they disappear 
among the growing plants. 

It’s also a time to look forward, 
planting and sowing seeds for the 
growing season ahead. The combination 
of moist soil and warming weather make 
perfect conditions for planting hardy 
herbaceous perennials and ornamental 
grasses, which will quickly establish. 
For trees and shrubs, I prefer to plant 
a little earlier in the year or in autumn 
(especially for evergreens), to ensure 
they have more time for root growth 
before the summer heat arrives. 

As always, soil conditions and local 
weather will dictate when you can 
complete tasks. Waiting to avoid any 
damaging late frosts will prove fruitful 
in the long run, though leaving planting 
until late spring can result in having 
to do a lot of additional watering. It’s 
a balancing act, and, like your plants, 
conditions can rapidly change from 
one week to the next, making timing 
and observation crucial this month. 


What to sow and plant 

Spring is all about sowing seeds. As night 
temperatures can still drop below zero, it is 
wise to restrict outdoor sowing to hardy and 
half-hardy species. Annuals, such as Atriplex 
hortensis var. rubra, Calendula officinalis 
and Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’, are great 
for sowing directly into borders along with 
cornflowers, nigella and poppies. 

Broad beans, peas and mangetout can 
also be sown direct into the soil, although 
you may already have some growing from 
autumn sowings. | also like to grow some on 
in modules in early spring and plant them 
out now as I sow another row, guaranteeing 
a longer harvest. Beetroot, carrots, radish 
and spring onion can also be sown, though 
it might be worth waiting until the end of 
the month to ensure soil temperatures and 
conditions are more favourable. 

Indoor sowing can include tender veg to 
plant out next month, such as French and 
runner beans, pumpkins and squashes. 
Tender ornamentals that I sow every year 
indoors include Amaranthus caudatus 
‘Dreadlocks’, Coreopsis ‘Roulette’, Tagetes 
‘Cinnabar’ and Tithonia rotundifolia. Their 
vibrant hot colours work so well through 
summer in both the garden and a vase. 


What to harvest and pick 

Known as the ‘hungry gap’, this time of 
year offers slim pickings as winter brassicas 
bolt and stored vegetables and fruit run 
out or deteriorate. I find that beetroots, 
carrots, celeriac and Jerusalem artichokes 
will keep fresh in a box of damp sand 

or soil placed somewhere cold, as it 

shelters them from damage caused by 

hard frosts or ground slugs. 

In the vegetable patch, we gather the 
last of the purple-sprouting broccoli, kale 
and chard along with numerous winter 
hardy salad leaves, including lettuce 
‘Valdor’, Japanese mibuna, lamb’s lettuce 
and hardy mustards such as ‘Red Frills’. I 
start these from seed the previous August, 
planting out in September so they grow 
large enough to cope with winter weather. 
Ideally, offer additional protection with a 
fleece or polythene tunnel. 

Unlike with vegetables, this is a good 
month to find cut flowers in the garden. 
Interest and scent come from an array of 
shrubs including skimmias, osmanthus 
and ribes, as well as countless bulbs. 

In arrangements, I love to incorporate 
stems of hazel with these flowers — their 
emerging leaves glow like tiny emeralds. 


GARDEN JOBS 
for April 


eed prevention As garden plants come 
into growth, so do weeds, and catching any 
undesirables now will save you time later 
in the year. Mulch or hoe borders and bare 
soil to prevent annual weeds, and hand 
weed perennial species. 
Feed containers To promote healthy 
growth, top dress containers with fresh | 
compost or feed with an organic option - 
such as seaweed. Or make your own liquid 
feed with comfrey ; and nettle. 
Prepare for summer containers Plan your 


‘summer container schemes now, ordering 
any seeds or plants. | often use cuttings of 


pelargoniums, plectranthus and salvias, 
although small plugs can be bought low 
and grown on for planting out next month. 
Prune mophead hydrangeas To maintain. 
shape and size, and encourage flowering, 
remove old flowers, lightly pruning to the 
first or second set of buds below. Also 
remove a quarter of the oldest stems at _ 
the base to encourage new growth. — 

Grow on plants for summer Prick out and 
pot on seedlings into modules or larger 
pots, so they become strong and vigorous _ 
for planting out later in spring. Banana 
palms, begonias, cannas and dahlias 
you've been overwintering ina greenhouse 
should also be potted and lightly watered 
now to promote growth. 


APRIL 2022 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM 25 


GARDENS 


ILeUsSTRATLED 


ONLINE 


Join us live or on demand for our 2022 series of Masterclass talks that give you 
the chance to learn from some of the UK's leading gardeners and designers 


6PM 


THURSDAY 
23 JUNE 


How to grow 
a year-round 
productive garden 


WITH BENJAMIN POPE 
HEAD GARDENER AND COLUMNIST 


Pt poy ~ 6PM 
he +. THURSDAY 
Gc 


BOOK ALL 
THREE 
FOR £36 & 
SAV E 20% 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY, CRISTIAN BARNETT, MATTHEW J. THOMAS. 


ENGLISH ROSES 


FABULOUS FRAGRANCES 


LONG FLOWERING SEASON — 


Boscobel® 
davidaustinroses.co.uk English Shrub Rose 
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Sepp flowers 


A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 
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> Google play 


Available on 
apps kindle fire 


TULIPA ‘BROWN SUGAR 


Hybrid tulips are a staple for spring 
colour in the flower garden. Their variety 
is their greatest charm and by using a mix 
of cultivars you can achieve a display 
from late March until the end of May. 
Most will only give a decent display for a 
year or two but a handful work well as 
perennials, performing reliably year after 
year. This is a particularly lovely Triumph 
tulip with a gorgeous scent, which we 
have used in one border at Gravetye for 
six years, and every spring it looks as good 
as the last. Best used in mixed borders 
among herbaceous perennials, its 
coppery-bronze colour works well with 
the purple of Tulipa ‘Negrita’. 


Height and spread 30cm x 10cm. 
Origin Garden. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-8bt. 
Season of interest April. 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Soc ety.'Hardiness ratings given where available. 


WORDS TOM COWARD PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Tom Coward is head 
gardener at Gravetye 
Manor in East Sussex 
gravetyemanor.co.uk 


EUPHORBIA MELLIPERA 


At Gravetye this stately, easy-to-grow 
euphorbia has been evergreen for the 
past ten years. Only in the coldest 
winters will it die back and behave 
like a herbaceous perennial, although 
it will always perform better in 

a sheltered spot. Its slender, waxy 
leaves with a pale mid vein, give 

very good effect as a foliage plant. 

In April to May it flowers and has 

the most beautiful honey scent, from 
which its name derives. It is drought 
tolerant and an extremely useful plant 
for dry shade. AGM. 


Height and spread 1.5-2.5m x 1.5-2.5m. 
Origin Madeira and the Canary Islands. 
Conditions Well-drained soil ina 
sheltered position; full sun or dry shade. 
Hardiness RHS H3, USDA &b-9b. 


year-round (foliage). 


ACER JAPONICUM 
‘ACONITIFOLIUM’ 


A small, charming tree of year-round 
beauty. In late winter its spreading 
silhouette is handsome with bright-red 
young shoots. In summer it’s an 
excellent foliage plant with deeply 
lobed and cut leaves that colour deep 
ruby-crimson in autumn. But it comes 
into its own in spring when red flowers 
with tiny yellow anthers are borne in 
dense clusters among the newly 
opening leaves. Grow in a sheltered 
spot, protected from winds, and 
regularly water new plantings. AGM*. 


Height and spread 3.4m x 4m. 

Origin Japan. 

Conditions Moist, well-drained, acid to 
neutral soil; full sun to part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-7b. 
Season of interest April — May (flowers); 
October — November (autumn colour). 


Season of interest April — May (flowers), 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


Two very different tulips, a delicate daffodil and a profusion of blossom and early 
» foliage dominate Toms selection of plants that are perfect for the April garden 


PRUNUS GLANDULOSA 
‘ALBA PLENA’ 


I first encountered this excellent small 
cherry tree at Great Dixter, where head 
gardener Fergus grows it as a coppice. In 
spring its waving shoots produce an 
abundance of comparatively large, 
pompom-like, double-white flowers. As 
soon as these start to fade the entire plant 
is cut back to a stool, about 15cm from the 
ground. At this point it is good to feed well 
with bone meal, and the new shoots 
quickly grow back with stunning autumn 
colour before next year’s flower. A tough 
plant that will grow in most conditions, it 
is also quite tolerant of drought. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 
Origin China. 

Conditions Moist but well-drained soil: 
full sun to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest April — early June. 
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ELECTRIC WOOD BURNING MULTI-FUEL 


Charlton & Jenrick” 


Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves 


01952 200 444 | marketing@charltonandjenrick.co.uk | www.charltonandjenrick.couk OGD O 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


NARCISSUS ‘PIPIT’ 


A particularly lovely cultivar of Narcissus 
jonquilla — one of the best scented daffodil 
species, which has been cultivated in 
France since the 18th century for the 
fragrant narcissus absolute oil used by the 
perfume industry. Each stem bears three 
to five soft lemon-yellow flowers that fade 
to white from the base. It flowers later 
than our native Narcissus pseudonarcissus, 
taking over the display and filling the air 
with a beautiful fragrance for almost five 
weeks. Excellent to establish in meadows 
but also lovely among deciduous shrubs 
where its pale yellow looks so good 
among the fresh green leaves. 


Height and spread 40cm x 10cm. 
Origin Spain and Portugal. 

Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest March — April. 


TULIPA SAXATILIS 
‘LILAC WONDER’ 


At Gravetye, we have naturalised this 
excellent perennial tulip among 
groundcover and shrubs through the wild 
garden. Stems can bear up to four 
pinkish-lilac flowers with rich-yellow 
centres, which work really well through 
the fresh new growth of Epimedium. 

A native of the mountains of Crete 

and parts of Turkey, it grows best in 

a sunny, free-draining spot. The bulbs 
are stoloniferous, enabling it to form 
good-sized clumps in the right 
conditions. The broad, glossy leaves come 
out very early in the spring, making it less 
dependable in colder areas. AGM. 


Height and spread 20cm x 20cm. 
Origin Crete, parts of Turkey. 
Conditions Well-drained soil: full sun. 


Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season of interest April — May. 


Places 
to visit 


for places to see 
seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked 


Tom's recommendations 


For the past 12 years 
designer and plantsman 
Matthew Reese has 

been head gardener at 
Malverleys. Over that time 
he's developed the 14-acre 
garden into a horticultural 
masterpiece, blending 
beautiful architecture 

with romantic informality. 
The planting style, which 
Matthew describes as 
“classical English flower 
gardening with a modern 


outlook” is inspirational at 
any time of year but is 
especially interesting in late 
spring. Matthew uses tulips 
so well, creating some of the 
best displays | have ever 
seen. Tours of this private 
garden can be arranged for 
groups of up to 40 by 
appointment and it also 
opens occasionally for the 
National Garden Scheme 
including on 5 May. 
Malverleys Gardens, East 


RHODODENDRON AUGUSTINIT 
SUBSP. CHASMANTHUM 


A lovely rhododendron first discovered 
by the famous plant collector George 
Forrest in 1904. Its flowers range from 
white to violet blue, and this is a splendid 
pale lavender form. Works best as a 
woodland shrub under light shade in 
humus-rich soil. Its soft blue flowers 
stand out especially well in the shade, 
looking stunning among bluebells and 
the fresh greens of spring. Will also 
thrive in full sun and is quite easy to 
grow provided it has shelter and soil with 
a pH between 4.5 and 6, but it can be shy 
to flower in cooler gardens. 


Height and spread 2m x 1.5m inten years. 
Origin China. 

Conditions Moist but well-drained, acidic 
soil; light shade or full sun. 


End, Hampshire RG20 OAA. 


malverleys.co.uk 

The plant lover's 
treasure trove Special 
Plants is situated in the 
garden of author, gardener 
and self-confessed 
plantaholic Derry Watkins. 
It is the result of a lifetime of 
gardening, travel and study 
and on every visit you are 
guaranteed to find a new 
fascination. Every plant she 
sells has been previously 


APRIL 2022 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM 33 


Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-10b. 
Season of interest April — May. 


grown and observed in 
her own garden, resulting 
in acollation of beautiful, 
reliable and truly 
garden-worthy plants. 
She will only grow plants 
that she is in love with at 
that moment in time, 
resulting in a continually 
shifting, and exciting stock 
list. The nursery closes for 
the winter but opens at the 
beginning of March. The 
gardenopenson -> 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


PRUNUS ‘TAI-HAKU’ 


The great white cherry is one of the 

most beautiful and iconic Japanese 
cherries. It has one of the largest of all the 
cherry blossoms, measuring up to 5cm 
across, and also offers excellent autumn 
colour. A medium-sized, spreading tree 
with a rounded habit, the large, pure- 
white blossoms open from pink buds and 
look especially beautiful against its new 
bronze-coloured leaves. This ancient 
cultivar had once vanished from Japanese 
gardens and was reintroduced and saved 
from extinction by the Sussex plantsman 
Collingwood ‘Cherry’ Ingram. AGM. 


Height and spread 4-6m x 6-8m. 

Origin Japan. 

Conditions Most fertile soils, appreciates 
a little shelter; best in full sun but will 
grow well in light shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season of interest April (flowers). 


VACCINIUM CORYMBOSUM 


MAGNOLIA X LOEBNERI 
‘MERRILL 


This striking hybrid, a cross between 

M. stellata and M. kobus, is one of the 
toughest and showiest magnolias. There 
have been a number of good selections 
since its introduction, displaying beautiful 
diversity, including this cultivar, bred at 
the Arnold Arboretum in Massachusetts 
and named after the former director 
Elmer Merrill. Its large, scented, pure- 
white flowers are extremely abundant, 
even on young plants. It’s also very hardy. 
In the frosts of April 2021 nearly all our 
magnolias were damaged but this one 
remained completely unblemished. AGM. 


Height and spread 4-6m x 4-6m. 

Origin Garden (Species Japan). 
Conditions All moist but well-drained soils, 
including chalk; full sun to part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 

Season of interest March — April. 


>> Tuesdays from April 
onwards. Greenway Lane, 
Cold Ashton, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire SN14 8LA. 
Tel 01225 891686, 
specialplants.net 

The fascinating Witch 


Hazel Nursery holds the 
National Collection of 
Hamamelis and also has 
comprehensive collections 
of Wisteria, Parrotia and 
Amelanchier, as wellas a 
collection of more than 230 


‘CHANDLER’ 


The blueberry crop is one of the most 
delicious harvests from the Gravetye 
kitchen garden but these small bushes also 
make the most beautiful plants. They drip 
with long racemes of pretty, bell-like, pink 
to white flowers in spring and have 
beautiful red autumn colour. Because 
they’re such lovely plants we grow them in 
the dappled shade of the wild garden (but 


cultivars of flowering 
cherries — one of the largest 
in the world. When in full 
flower, they are the most 
incredible sight, offering the 
special opportunity to 
compare so many trees in 
blossom on the same site. 
As awholesale nursery it 
isn't usually open to the 
public but special open days 
are available to view the 
cherries in early April. 
Callaways Lane, Newington, 
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we need to use a fruit cage in the kitchen 
garden). This cultivar is a long-standing 
favourite with large juicy berries. 


Height and spread 1.5-2m x 1.5-2m. 
Origin Garden (species Canada, USA). 
Conditions Acidic soil (can be grown in 
pots of ericaceous compost); full sun or 
light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest April — May (flowers), 
August — September (fruit). 


Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 
7LU. Tel 01795 843098, 
witchhazelnursery.com 

As travel becomes 
easier, | would certainly 
recommend a visit to 
Pennsylvania. The US State 
has a wealth of iconic and 
inspirational gardens that 
every plant lover should 
try to visit at least once. But 
top of my list would be 
Chanticleer. Originally part 
of the Rosengarten estate, 


this 48-acre garden was 
left to The Chanticleer 
Foundation in 1990 and 
has been through rapid 
development of innovative 
design and exceptional 
plantings. Today itis a true 
pleasure garden that 
entertains and inspires at 
every turn. Broken up into 
seven areas that link 
together seamlessly to 
create a whole, each one 
has asenior horticulturist 


who is responsible for its 
design and development, 
resulting in one of the most 
inspiring and entertaining 
gardener’'s gardens in the 
world. It's open from March 
to October, and April is 
especially lovely, before the 
extreme heat of the 
summer, and while the trees 
are in blossom. 786 Church 
Road, Wayne, PA 19087, 
USA. Tel + 1610 687 4163, 
chanticleergarden.org 


greenhouses rect 


Rain, wind or storm — come 
what may, the garden still calls 
and the Rhino greenhouse 
weathers it all. We can’t 


predict the weather, but we 
can guarantee your Rhino 


perfectly evolved for 


THE GREAT 
BRITISH WEATHER oe, 


greenhouse for 25 years. 
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GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Say hello to hardy fuchsias 


t to add some more colour to your late summer 
garden? This collection of hardy fuchsias from 
Thompson & Morgan is just what you need to revive 


any fading borders and ensure you have beautiful 

blooms well into the autumn months. Comprising 
Fuchsia ‘Shrimp Cocktail} Fuchsia “Dollar Prinzesser’ and Fuchsia ‘Delta’s Sarah, 
this collection will provide a profusion of delicate and dainty blooms in 
a variety of gorgeous colour combinations. Plant your hardy fuchsias in 
amongst shrubs or in containers, and they'll continue to flower reliably for 
years and develop a good bushy habit. You can buy nine Postiplugs for £9.99, 
or get 18 Postiplugs for just £11.99, saving you £3.99. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Postiplugs despatching from April onwards. Other items will be acknowledged by post or email advising dispatch and sent separately. Delivery to UK addresses only. Please note that your 
contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU. All offers are subject to availability. Offer ends 1 May 2022. Images for illustration purposes only. 

Please note that Thompson & Morgan cannot deliver this product to the following postcode areas: HS, IV41-IV56, KW15-KW17, PA34, PA41-48, PA60-PA78, PA80, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR25, 
ZE1-ZE3. It is also unable to ship seeds or plants to EU countries and Northern Ireland. 


REDEEMING Xa\4s 
YOUR OFFER £3 Q9 
To take advantage of id 

this blooming lovely offer 

from Thompson & Morgan, visit 
thompson-morgan.com/TM_GI1, 


or call 0844 573 1818 to order your 
plants over the phone, 


a iMorgan 
me Morgan 
o Experts inthe ib since 2855 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIPTED OUT 


For a sustainable and wild garden 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


1. For Peat’s Sake Eco Coir Compost Blocks, 600g (makes 11.5L compost), £8.50 each, 01452 244040, forpeatssake.co.uk 
2. Spear & Jackson Steel Watering Can, green and copper, OL, £37.49, johnlewis.com 3. Coir Pots, 10cm, pack of 10, £5.48, coirproducts.co.uk 
4. Green Smart Self-watering Pot, large, L 74cm x W 44cm x H 29cm, £39.99, greensmartpots.eu 5. Eco King Composter, 600L, £69.99, 
01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 6. Twool Garden Twine, 100m, naked, green fingers and slinky minky, £6.85, 01364 654467, twool.co.uk 
7. Bamboo Widger and Dibber Set, £3.49, haxnicks.co.uk 8. Niwaki Rubber Boots, £119, 01747 445059, niwaki.com 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


1. Bee Cell, charcoal, white or yellow, £12, 01872 858658, greenandblue.co.uk 2. Bee Friendly Seed Balls, £3.50, shop.thenewtinsomerset.com 
3. Clip Gloves Bamboo Fibre Light Duty Gardening Gloves, £5.75, theglovestore.co.uk 4. Bacsac Baclong Fabric Planter, £127.70, finnishdesignshop.com 
5. Hemp Gardener's Apron, £64, subpod.co.uk 6. Webb 30cm Hand Push Roller Lawn Mower, £100, screwfix.com 7. Classic Five-bar Pedestrian Gate, oak, 
from £366, 07813 760763, cleftwood.com 8. Bloom Pot and Saucer Set, made from recycled fishing nets, navy, 13cm, £20, oceanplasticpots.com 
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Gloves for people serious 
about Gardening 
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Superior Deerskin Gardening Gloves by GOLD LEAF 
NOTHING COMPARES! 


Endorsed by 


® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trademarks of The Royal Horticultural Society 
(Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


Telephone: +44 (0)23 8040 2025 Website: www.goldleaf-gloves.com 
DISCOVER * REVIEW + SHARE 


> 
yA 
t WeWhat Varied Cotswold garden. 
‘* “regularly open to the public.» >” 
* Where Gloucestershire. 
me =: Soil Neutral loam. 
** © Size Around 14 acres. 
45..Climate Severe winters (-15°C 
a . 
~” isnot uncommon) due in part to 
the elevation at more than 200m. 
'. Hardiness zone USDA 8. 


Vas Pyle 
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Seen in the foreground, the red 
and black border is situated at one 
of the highest points in the garden. 
In spring, its colour comes from 
tulips (including T. ‘Queen of Night’ 
and T. Ronaldo’) and the burgundy 
shoots of Paeonia x suffruticosa, 
while later in the year, crocosmias 
and dahlias take.their place. 
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“When Ian and Caroline Bond 


hey would see the garden as they envisioned it 


5 JASON INGRAM 


& 
~e) 


RAPH 


as 
7] 


OC 


WORDS NATASHA GOODFELLOW PHOT 


; 
e 


¥ 
'*, 


“srg ae 


roe Gy Cees 


IL 2022 


iz 


DENSILLUSTRATED.COM API 


R 


A 


42G 


an Bond remembers the moment he fell in love with a tree. 
“I grew up in Braemar, in the Highlands of Scotland, in 
a place where there were no deciduous trees,” he says. “When 
I was ten, I went to live in the south of England and there 
was a very beautiful tree outside my bedroom window. It 
was a walnut, Juglans regia, and that’s how it started.” Over 
the years, his fascination has grown and he is now the keeper 
of one of the UK’s National Collections of walnuts at Upton 
Wold, his Cotswold home, where 18 of the 21 Juglans species and 
around 180 cultivars are to be found, alongside all eight of the species 
(comprising another National Collection) of the related Pterocarya 
genus, commonly known as wingnuts. 
The arboretum, like the rest of the garden, has been a long time 
in the making. Jan and his wife Caroline came to Upton Wold in 
1973 when there was nothing but a field, a smattering of ancient 
yews and the most fabulous view over the meadows beyond. Though 
Ian was already interested in plants (his godfather and guardian 
was plantsman, politician and photographer Sir Peter Smithers, a 
renowned breeder of tree peonies and nerines), Caroline admits she 
“didn’t know a dandelion from a primrose’, and the couple called in [> 


Left The tranquil canal garden was designed in 1995 by water garden designer 
Anthony Archer-Wills and occupies — and cleverly disguises — a sloping bank to 
the south of the house. The sharp edges of the immaculately trimmed yew hedges 
contrast well with the four weeping white mulberry trees (Morus alba ‘Pendula’). 


Below The pleached hornbeam walk was inspired by Caroline's visits to Hidcote and 
leads on to the Daisy Lawn and the arboretum — home to lan’s walnut collection — 

beyond. The ornate gates were originally black but, when they were being repainted 
one year, Caroline noticed the white primer stood out so much better, and they have 
remained white ever since. 


> landscape designers Brenda Colvin and Hal Moggridge to help 
with the layout. 

While Hal and his team set to work with a digger shifting tonnes of 
earth in order to create the terraces, paths and banks that now form 
the structure of the space, Caroline started visiting other gardens — 
especially nearby Hidcote and Kiftsgate Court — to glean ideas that 
could be transplanted here. She liked the use of garden rooms, 

a device now used extensively at Upton Wold where sturdy yew hedges 
conceal, and sometimes reveal, the many different component parts 
— the herbaceous borders; the perfectly manicured East Lawn; the 
hidden garden, filled with magnolias and a fine Davidia involucrata; 
the burgeoning fruit and flower gardens bordered in June with 

a glorious ribbon of blue Iris germanica, and the wonderfully serene 
canal garden, designed in 1995 by Anthony Archer- Wills. Hidcote 
was also the inspiration behind the pleached hornbeam walk, while 
a visit to Chateau de la Mormaire in France was the genesis of the 
towering hornbeam hedge with its Gothic-style ‘windows’ providing 
glimpses of the Daisy Lawn beyond. 

Though the garden is just shy of 50 years old now, it seems much 
older. The dry-stone walls, buttressed hedges and York-stone flags 


Right Part of the kitchen garden is used as a cutting garden with rows of tulips including 
T. ‘Ballerina’ T.‘Purple Doll’ and T. ‘West Point’ surrounding the asparagus bed, edged 
with willow hurdles to protect against marauding rabbits. Single cherries, including 
Prunus x yedoensis, combine well with the old lichen- and moss-covered dry-stone walls. 


Below The walk of Malus John Downie’ was planted in 1976, shortly after lan and 
Caroline arrived at Upton Wold, and looks good all year round. In winter the mossy, 
gnarled branches form an interesting sculptural archway, followed by masses of 
white blossom in spring, fresh-green foliage in summer, and red and yellow crab 
apples in autumn. The trees are underplanted with Scilla siberica. 
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> complement the handsome 17th-century manor and the extraordinarily 
large Pterocarya fraxinifolia behind the house is often estimated to be 
around 150 years old, when in fact it was planted only in 1984. 

The Pterocarya is unusual in its speed of growth, but it highlights 
what has been for Caroline one of the most interesting facets of the 
garden. “There was no instant gardening here,” she says. “Everything 
went in very small and it’s only in the past eight to ten years that the 
trees have really grown up to show their true structures.” These trees 
include a number of interesting specimens, not least the Davidia 
involucrata, whose first three ‘handkerchiefs’ were produced 20 years 
after planting; an evergreen aromatic Drimys winteri (which Caroline 
moved three times before it was happy), and a young Emmenopterys 
henryi, which Caroline doubts she will ever see flower. “Not that 
I mind,” she says. “I think you plant for the next generation.” 

That said, one of the joys of a garden is the many things that do flower 
year after year, especially those that bloom in spring when so much of the 
garden is still bare. At Upton Wold it is in the wildflower meadow in front 
of the house where the excitement begins with sheets of snowdrops and 
winter aconites (Eranthis hyemalis) giving way to naturalised daffodils [> 


Left To the other side of the hornbeam walk at the top of the garden is a white 
border and a large fruit cage, flanked by a dry-stone wall planted with swathes of 
lris germanica — a ribbon of blue in June. An amelanchier and a fine pink Magnolia 
‘Star Wars’ combine with Paeonia delavayi further along the border. 


Below The Emily Young border, named after the sculptor of the work seen 
here, features a rill inspired by the one at Rousham, which Caroline considers 
“one of the greatest gardens in the country”. Divided by buttresses of yew, the 
planting areas feature roses, euphorbias and a wonderful white tree peony, 

P. x suffruticosa ‘Tsuki-gekai’. 


> and the chequered bellflowers of snake’s head fritillaries. Blossom, from 
Cornus mas and delicate white cherries, adds interest to the canopy layer, 
before crab apples (an arched walk of Malus ‘John Downie in the kitchen 
garden and a line of M. transitoria in the meadow) and magnolias add to 
the crescendo, joined by countless tulips in the various borders. 

“The magnolias in particular have given us huge pleasure,” says 
Caroline. “Everyone said we wouldn't be able to grow them here because 
they prefer more acidic soil, but we both thought, well let’s try.’ It’s an apt 
approach for a couple whose family motto is Facta non verba (‘deeds not 
words’) and whose drive shows no signs of diminishing. Indeed, Ian is 
still actively on the hunt for his last three remaining Juglans species. “I've 
located a Juglans jamaicensis in Haiti,’ he says excitedly, “and I’m in touch 
with someone who is very kindly making overtures.”O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Northwick Estate, Upton Wold, Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Gloucestershire GL56 9TR. Web uptonwold.co.uk 

Open 10 April, 1Oam-5pm for National Garden Scheme, £14. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 10am-4pm, from April to October, 
and by appointment on other days. 


Below The snake's head fritillaries (Fritillaria meleagris and F. meleagris var. unicolor 
subvar. alba) were added to the wildflower meadow in 1980 and are finally establishing 
after years of being decimated by pheasants. This area leads on to the pond garden 
which, with its relaxed, naturalistic plantings of hellebores, pulmonarias, rodgersias and 
gunneras, contrasts well with the more formal gardens elsewhere. 


Facing page In spring, the wildflower meadow bank in front of the house is a mass of 
naturalised daffodils including the white Narcissus ‘Mount Hood’ and the yellow 

N. ‘King Alfred’ The trees, two Juglans regia, were planted in 1976, while the large yew 
tree beyond the hedge was one of the few existing trees when the Bonds arrived. 
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Stop the spread 


Clean your bird feeder weekly 


WILD BIRD NUMBERS 
ARE IN DECLINE 
GREENFINCHES DOWN 


CHAFFINCHES DOWN 


STOP THE 
SPREAD OF 
DISEASE 


g £ 


“Cup FEED™ 
Finches Friend wild bird 
feeders are the only feeder 
designed to be cleaned in 
minutes — helping to stop the 
spread of disease linked to pp eOU aw amistorae!P 


: : . our feathered friends, 
wild bird decline. Suannchiinereseran 


inadvertently spreading 

a killer disease among © 
them. Finches Friend Al 
addresses this problem 4 | 


finches friend. header? MADE IN 


MARTIN HUGHES-GAMES 
NATURAL HISTORY 
BROADCASTER AND WRITER 


(HOLVM GYyIg NAGHV5S O1d GdSu *FDuNOS) 


ONIGNAd SLNALWd TIVWNOILVNUYALNI 


Learn more at finchesfriend.com 


GARDENING TALENT 


ED 
ALDERMAN 


A former Dixter scholar, Ed is 
a passionate plantsman and head 
gardener at a private garden 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


First plant love Farm hedgerows. These species-rich 
boundaries were my source of adventure, forage and 
inspiration. | didn't realise it at the time but daily exposure 
to seasonal changes on a plant community of different 
characters introduced me to ideas such as succession 

or layered planting long before I'd heard of those terms. 
Have you always been a gardener | started growing 
vegetables aged eight, and horticulture has been a part 

of my life ever since. At school my favourite subjects were 
science, PE and art. Gardening allows me to combine all 
three — a physical art built upon solid scientific principles. 
Who are your horticultural heroes Rosemary Verey, 
Christopher Lloyd and Beth Chatto. | admire their 
philosophy, writing, design and no-nonsense approach 

to good garden practice. Despite their different tastes, 

they shared a sincere love for the natural order and could 
communicate this passion. 

Three worthwhile tips for every gardener Learn from 
experts. They will all have made mistakes, learn from theirs; 
be brave then make a plethora of your own. Be patient. Each 
garden has its own rhythm, so be observant, take notes, 
think critically and act accordingly. Find purpose in your 
work. At times horticulture can seem isolating, but if you 
have the passion, be persistent and opportunity will follow. 
Most valuable training Securing a placement with the 
Historic and Botanic Garden Training Programme and 
working at Great Dixter on a scholarship was invaluable. 
Spending a year working with Fergus [Garrett] and the 
Dixter team took my experience to another level. It gave me 
the belief | needed that | was good enough to make a career. 
Favourite planting style | love traditional mixed borders, 
where the planting is layered in a tapestry of shrubs, 
perennials, climbers, grasses and annuals. | like the contrast 
of a high-energy planting mixed in with comforting subtle 
pastel cottage style. Creating a balance between complex 
informal planting, cascading around formal sharp structure 
is the magic where the emotions of nature and art meet. 

In what direction do you see horticulture heading | hope 
technique will come to be valued more equally to outcome. 
Chelsea is great for sharing planting ideas, but it gives 
people a false expectation of a garden's evolution. Instant 
gardens have consequences. Great gardeners are 
technicians. A garden is only as good as the design and 

a design is only as good as the gardener. 

Instagram @edd_alderman 
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PLAN T PROFILE 


What Rhizomatous, herbaceous perennial 
with arching stems and bell-shaped 
flowers that are usually white and green 
and sometimes followed by berries. 
Commonly known as Solomon's seal. 
Origins Asia Europe and North America. 
Season Flowering in late spring and 
summer. The foliage is good from early 
spring to autumn. 

Size 10cm-2m. 

Conditions Moist, rich but well-drained 
soil in dappled shade. Some are 
epiphyte or lithophyte, and grow 

on trees or rocks. 

Hardiness Depends on species but 
most are hardy for UK gardens. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Polygonatum x hybridum 
The common Solomon's seal 
is an absolute cracker of a 
plant. Tall, arching stems with 
white-and-green, bell-shaped 
flowers. This polygonatum 
grows well in dry shade once 
established and is a true 
survivor in So many old 
gardens. 1-1.5m. 


Better known as Solomons seal these elegant woodlan lants 7 , j 
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Polygonatum costatum 

This species is near the top of 
my wish list. From high in the 
mountains of northern 
Thailand, Myanmar and 
Yunnan, it has attractive 
reddish stems and white 
flowers followed by red fruit 
that generally lasts through 
the winter. 30-40cm. 


Polygonatum 
oppositifolium 

Anative of the Himalayas 
where it grows as an 
epiphyte or a lithophyte. Its 
arching stems have shiny 
green leaves in opposite 
pairs. Foliage is evergreen 
and the cream flowers with 
purple stripes are followed 
by red fruit. 1m. 


Oo you get as excited as I do when you 
see the pointy spouts of beauty — 
known as Polygonatum verticillatum 
— erupting from the spring soil like 
nature’s special sculptures in these 
billowing days of early spring? 
Polygonatums are rhizomatous, 
herbaceous perennials and members 
of the Asparagaceae family. The 
species is found in Asia, Europe, 
and North America and the plants love a cool dappled shade. It’s 
great to see this genus finally making its mark, getting more 
attention among other new species being discovered and cultivated, 
so more available for you and me to buy and plant in our gardens. 
The word Polygonatum comes from the Greek ‘many knees’ 
referring to the knobbly structure of the joints along the rhizome. 
The taxonomy of Polygonatum is a constant work in progress. 
Bleddyn Wynn-Jones of Crig Farm 
Plants in Wales is among those working 
on the area. In recent years, because of 
modern-day plant hunters discovering 
many new species in Asia and their 
breeding of some beautiful cultivars, we 
all enjoy so much more variety and choice 
for the betterment of our gardens’ allure. 
When, 65 years ago, my Mam moved 
to Tinode House, the farm where I grew 
up and where I still garden to this day, she 


Polygonatum x 
hybridum is a fantastic 
garden plant even in 
dry shade once roots 
have been established 


Polygonatum odoratum 
One of three native species 
that grow in the UK. It has 
distinctive foliage with the 
leaves slightly folded back 
in pairs, which allow the 
flower to be seen easily. 

| also grow it for its lily- 
scented and bell-shaped, 
green-and-white flowers. 
50cm-1m. 


and my grandfather found the ordinary Solomon’s seal Polygonatum 
x hybridum growing in grass in the old walled garden. It had 
probably been growing there for 80 to 100 years. She remembers 
they dug it up carefully and carried them in big sacks to the main 
gardens where they continue to grow to the present day. The walled 
garden had until then just been a field for sheep — pretty much grass 
land — so it just shows how resilient the plants were, thriving in grass 
with grazing sheep for company. Ever since, I have had a fascination 
with them and started building up my collection a few years ago in 
my own garden at Hunting Brook. 

If you are new to polygonatums, maybe start by growing some 
of the bomb-proof options — of which there are many. The common 
Solomon’s seal Polygonatum x hybridum is a fantastic garden plant, 
which I grow in challenging areas of the garden — even in dry shade 
once the roots have been established. When I worked in Airfield 
Gardens in Dundrum, on Dublin’s southside, this Polygonatum 
grew in the driest shade where it formed large colonies. (The name 
Solomon’s seal comes from the scar left 
by the previous year’s stems when it 
detaches from the rhizome.) 

The new spring growth on some of the 
polygonatums can be interesting. 
Polygonatum multiflorum ‘Betberg’ 
has a showy purple new growth, which 
is a colourful addition to any spring 
woodland garden. Polygonatum 
verticillatum — which I originally got from 

To continue turn to page 59 [> 
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Polygonatum kingianum 
Arare but spectacular 
polygonatum, | first saw 
growing in a shaded 
glasshouse in Tom Hudson's 
Tregrehan Gardens. Often 
listed as P. vietnamicum, it’s 
worth searching out for its 
whorls of red-pink flowers. It’s 
tender and slugs love new 
growth so | grow it ina large 
pot in my glasshouse. 2.5m. 


Polygonatum multiflorum 
‘Ramosissima’ 

This polygonatum grows 
well for me on the slopes 
in the valley where it forms 
arching stems that | can 
look up into the plant to 
see the flowers. As they 
age the racemes become 
leafy. The flowers are white 
and green. 1m. 


Polygonatum odoratum 
‘Red Stem’ 

This is one of my 
favourites with its beautiful 
red stems, which look 
attractive all through the 
growing season. Itis a 
short plant and has the 
typical white bell-shaped 
flowers with green tips. 
60cm. USDA 3a-8b!. 


How to grow Polygonatum 


* Propagation of polygonatums is easy 
by division or seed. | collect the ripe 
berries in autumn, clean them and sow 
them fresh. They then need a period of 
winter cold for germination to take 
place. In spring they will form a small 
rhizome under the compost and throw 
up a shoot in the second year. 


* The fastest way to propagate them is 
by division in spring — just as growth is 
about to start. Carefully dig up the 
rhizomes — do be careful not to break 
them. | lay them out on my potting 
bench where | cut up the rhizomes into 
7cm lengths. They don’t have to have 
the growing point at the tip for the 
rhizome to grow into new plants. They 
will have dormant buds along the length 
of the rhizome, which will sprout new 
shoots when divided and potted up. 
This is a useful way to get many plants 
from a clump of Polygonatum. 


* Polygonatums like a humus-rich 
soil that does not dry out but also 
never gets waterlogged. They perform 
best in cool dappled shade. 


* Don’t plant deep as this can kill 

the plant, so just go below the surface. 

| grow them in my new woodland beds, 
which are slightly raised so they don't sit 
in winter wet. Having the beds raised 
also lets you and your visitors see the 
flowers more easily and show off their 
graceful arching stems properly. 


¢ Polygonatums are extremely 
low-maintenance plants. All you 
really need to do is cut back the 
entire stem in spring and occasionally 
give them a mulch of compost. 

You might want to stake some 

of the taller polygonatums (the 
enormous Polygonatum 
zanlanscianense, for example). 


* Some of my favourite species grow 
as epiphytes in the wild. Don’t try to 
replicate this in your own garden but 
give them really good drainage and even 
try growing them in arich soil mix 
around the base of deciduous trees such 
as beech. It’s usually difficult to grow 
anything there but drainage is good. 
Luckily for me, and the plants, my new 
woodland beds and valley banks have 
excellent drainage and the soil is good 
and rich — perfect for polygonatums. 


* Polygonatum is a healthy genus. The 
only real problem is Solomon's seal 
sawfly, which can defoliate the leaves 
just after flowering, but plants usually 
recover well after a few weeks. Some 
species are susceptible to slug damage 
when the foliage is emerging in spring, 
but | have never had a problem with this. 
They seem to be able to out-run the 
slugs in their eagerness to grow. 
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Polygonatum verticillatum 
Its pendulous, bell-like, 
cream flowers with green 
tips are followed by black 
or red fruit. Stems grow 
with whorls of narrow 
leaves that take on 
beautiful yellow autumn 
colour as it dies down. 
1-2m. RHS H4. 


Polygonatum mengtzense 
This is a semi-evergreen 
polygonatum with 
purplish arching stems 
with greenish white 
flowers followed by 

red fruit. This plant is 
slow to bulk up with me 
but definitely worth 
growing. 35cm. 


Polygonatum hirtum 
Nearly round leaves and 
pendent white flowers with 
green tips followed by 
berries in autumn. Low 
growing but bulks up well. 
Very useful to grow at the 
front of a woodland border 
where it won't get hidden 
by larger plants. 30cm. 


Polygonatum multiflorum 
‘Betberg’ 

One of the most beautiful 
spring foliage plants. The 
new foliage is a purple- 
brown colour as it emerges. 
Clusters of creamy flowers 
with a green tip are 
followed by purple berries. 
60-75cm. RHS H7. 


MANY THANKS TO SUE AND BLEDDYN WYNN-JONES OF CRUG FARM PLANTS IN NORTH WALES WHERE THE MAJORITY OF THESE IMAGES WERE TAKEN 


Polygonatum punctatum 
Evergreen and epiphytic in 
its native eastern Nepal 
and west Sikkim, this small 
species has scattered to 
whorled foliage along the 
stems and flowers with 
white and purple spots 
followed by red fruit in 
autumn and winter. 
40-50cm. 


> the wonderful Irish gardener Anna 
Nolan when I was a budding gardener — 
has formed colonies in my woodland 
garden with its whorls of narrow leaves 
along stems that grow up to 2m with 
cream flowers, red or black berries, and 
bright-yellow autumn colouring on the 
foliage. My sister June grows this one out 
in full sun and rich soil where it is very 
happy. The variety rubrum has reddish 
stems that are very attractive too. 

I’m very fond of the vine-like 
Polygonatum zanlanscianense, which emerges from my woodland 
soil in spring and creeps with tendril growths into one of my acers. 
In autumn it’s laden with bunches of blue-black berries that extend 
the season. Great for brightening up a shaded area, Polygonatum 
odoratum var. pluriflorum ‘Variegatum’ is one of the most common 
variegated cultivars, with its creamy-white margins to the green 
leaves. I like to take the variegation a step further — stepping outside 
the box, as I often like to do — and use Polygonatum odoratum 
‘Angel’s Wings’ with its wide margin of white on the leaves. 

Polygonatum odoratum ‘Red Stem’, which as the name suggests 
has red stems, can be fun at the front of a woodland bed. 
Combine this with less vigorous snowdrops and Corydalis solida 
cultivars to extend the season. Polygonatum humile is a dwarf 
Polygonatum and can be very useful as a low groundcover plant 
growing to 20cm. Polygonatum amabile “Hakkoda Smoke’ is 


Polygonatums flowers 
are quite subtle so | 
like to combine other 
interesting woodland 
foliage plants 


Polygonatum arisanense 
A Crag Farm introduction 
from Taiwan and one of the 
most beautiful. It has tall 
arching stems with clusters 
of white and green bell-like 
flowers in spring. A good 
Polygonatum for bulking 
up well and adding a real 
statement in a shady 
garden. 1.2-2m. 


another of my treasures with its purple 
smoky colour on the new leaves. 
Polygonatums need company. Ideally, 
they are in with other plants that like 
similar growing conditions. Their flowers 
are quite subtle so I like to combine other 
interesting woodland foliage plants such 
as epimediums, primulas, polystichums, 
Corydalis and hostas. Be careful not to 
overdo it with the combinations so that 
the plants don’t become too vigorous for 
each other. The more vigorous species 
look good growing out of a carpet of a groundcover plants such as 
tellemias and tiarellas. Try growing less vigorous snowdrops and 
crocus with them to extend the season of interest in an area. 4 


Jimi Blake is a plantsman and owner of 
Hunting Brook Gardens near Dublin. 


Where to see and buy 

¢ Crag Farm Plants Griffith's Crossing, Caernarfon, Gwynedd 
LL55 1TU. Tel 01248 670232, crug-farm.co.uk 

¢ Long Acre Plants Charlton Musgrove, nr Wincanton, Somerset 
BAS 8EX, Tel 01963 32802, plantsforshade.co.uk 

¢ Pan-Global Plants The Walled Garden, Frampton Court, 
Frampton-on-Severn, Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 

Tel 01452 741641, panglobalplants.com 
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1 Tulipa ‘Ballerina’ A scented, lily-flowered 
tulip with golden-orange tepals edged 
with a blush of pink. Flowers April to May. 
60cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8bt. 

2 Tulipa ‘Purple Dream’ Another 
lily-flowered type with reflexed flowers ina 
rich purple with a white eye. Flowers April to 
May. 55cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

3 Tulipa ‘Pieter de Leur’ A rich-red, 
lily-flowered type with a deeper shading 
along the mid-rib of the tepal. It is slightly 
reflexed when fully open. Flowers April to 
May. 55cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

4 Tulipa ‘Peppermintstick’ This small 
hybrid tulip is bi-coloured with a white 
background with cherry red lines on the 
outer tepals. Flowers April to May. 
15-30cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

5 Tulipa ‘Request’ A triumph tulip with hues 
of blood orange, pink and bronze. Flowers 
April to May. 45cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural 
Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


ambridge’s new Central Mosque is 
something special. Designed by Mark 
Barfield Associates to be an environmentally 
friendly place of worship, its interior is a deft 
use of lightness, the central pillars rising like 
geometric trees to hold the building afloat. 
The outer garden does more than merely 
add to this outlook, it entices you in. 
Beginning on the street, where jasmine twines over the fence, this 
is a garden that leads you gently away from the busy road, through 
a community garden to its quieter, more contemplative quadrants. 
Evergreen yew hedges give a sense of enclosure, while crab apples 
add seasonal interest and food and shelter for wildlife. At its centre 
is a fountain, an important feature of Islamic gardens, surrounded 
by a chahar-bagh, a four-fold garden layout found in many Persian 
gardens, which is based on the four gardens of Paradise mentioned in 
the Qur’an. These quadrilateral gardens are divided by flowing water 
or walkways to represent the four rivers that flow from Paradise. 
The gardens were designed by Islamic-garden specialist Emma 
Clark, working with landscape designers Adam Hunt and Lulu 


Urquhart, who make up Urquhart & Hunt. “We have worked 
with Emma for some years,” says Adam. “Emma specialises in the 
theory, spirituality and symbolism behind Islamic garden design. 
Together we worked to create a geometry that would honour the 
Islamic tradition but would translate into a northern European 
climate. Traditionally, Islamic gardens would often have trees 
mentioned in the Qur’an — olives, pomegranates, figs and dates. 
Obviously these plants would not thrive in our more northerly 
climate so instead of pomegranates, for instance, we have the 
delicate, pink blossom of crab apples.” 

The planting is a suitable palette of plants that come from the 
Mediterranean, Turkey, and further east to the cradle of Islam. The 
gardens are maintained by horticulturist Helen Seal and a dedicated 
group of volunteers. “Certain Mediterranean plants really suit our 
Cambridge climate with its low rainfall and free-draining soil,” says 
Helen. “And the palette has a lot of silver, green, pinks, reds, purple 
and blues, with just a smattering of palest yellows and white.” 

The idea is to create a rich tapestry of bold, bright colour, 
but nowhere is this more felt perhaps than in spring, when the 
4,000 tulips come out to play — last year in time for Ramadan. [> 
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> “Tulips were brought in from the wild very early on and thus 
have a long history in Islamic Garden design,” explains Helen. 
“The tulips are just the beginning of a long succession of flowers.” 
But what a beginning that is. 
Each bed has roughly 750 tulips, all planted by volunteers. “It’s 
a feast for the eyes,” says Lulu. “We wanted to create an enriched 
carpet of plants with real jewel colours, such that you might find 
in tapestry, rugs, ceramics and art of Persian empires. We took 
all these influences and historical references to create a layer that 
starts out quite soft in the front community garden and then, 
as you move into the four-fold gardens, becomes much hotter 
and more colourful. Lily-flowered tulips are the most commonly 
reflected in the Ottoman Empire, so we went mainly for these.” 
As this is an eco-mosque, it’s important to the team that this is 
reflected in the planting and garden, too. One way Helen achieves 
this is to leave the tulips in the ground rather than lifting them after 
flowering, to experiment with perennialising them. She also leaves 
some of the seedheads intact into autumn to add seasonal interest. 
“We planted the tulips as deep as we could — 20-30cm down — because 
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Above Geometrical patterns, such as these 
surrounding the garden's fountain, are 
central to Islamic design and art, and are 
used extensively throughout the Cambridge 
Central Mosque both inside and out. 

Left Water is at the heart of the Islamic 
garden and Paradise Gardens typically 
have a fountain at their centre. Here four 
paths radiate out from a water feature, 
designed in collaboration with water 
specialist Andrew Ewing, creating a calming 
focal point that helps to draw visitors in. 


the soil here in Cambridge is so light, and thus it’s very necessary, 
and has helped with them coming back.” Although a few tulips didn’t 
fare so well, Helen was surprised how well most have come back, 
especially cultivars ‘Ballerina, ‘Peppermintstick and ‘Purple Dream. 
The construction of the garden was no small feat, in part 
because of the need to make space for an extensive underground 
car park for the mosque. All the soil had to be brought in with the 
beds acting as large containers sitting on top of this vast concrete 
structure. However, this hot, free-draining, yet rich soil has suited 
the tulips no end. With its rich palette of deep maroons, red, 
purples and pinks, this garden truly is a feast for the eyes and 
offers a rare moment of quietness to anyone who steps into it. 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Cambridge Central Mosque, 309-313 Mill Road, Cambridge 
CB1 3DF. Tel 01223 654020. Web cambridgecentralmosque.org 
Open The garden is open to the general public daily, lOam-8pm. 


Find out more about Urquhart & Hunt’s work at urquharthunt.com 
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HORTICULTURAL WHO’S WHO 


CHRIS CROWDER 


The head gardener at Levens Hall on the pull of its world-famous ancient garden, the planting 
and shaping that make it relevant today, and why a creative eye keeps it looking picture-perfect 


WORDS CLAIRE MASSET PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hen Chris Crowder was being interviewed for 
the job of head gardener at Levens Hall, he 
was asked how long he envisaged staying in 
the post. “Forty years,” he said half-jokingly. 
He’s now just four years away from fulfilling 
his ambition. Why has Chris never felt the 
need to move to pastures new? “For me Levens is the ideal garden. It’s 
an old place but it’s a living place,” he explains. “The owners live here 
and are supportive, but they’re not driving the garden’s development.” 

When he applied for the job at the age of 23, Chris was drawn 
to the garden’s heritage. Levens is well known for being the world’s 
oldest surviving topiary garden. What he didn’t realise is that within 
its ancient framework, he would be 
given an entirely free rein. He now 
understands this is a rare thing: many 
historic gardens feel the heavy hand of 
history, their maintenance set by strict 
conservation management plans. 

Like the owners of Levens Hall, Chris 
lives on site, in the original gardener’s 
cottage built for Guillaume Beaumont, 
who designed the garden in 1694. Chris 
is just the tenth head gardener to reside 
here. A portrait of Monsieur Beaumont 
hangs in the main house, a constant 
reminder of this ancient lineage. 

Chris also comes from a family 
of gardeners. His grandfather was 
a jobbing gardener. His father, who 
studied at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
worked as parks superintendent in 
Warrington, in the North West. “I grew up on this large Victorian 
estate. It was an amazing childhood. There were greenhouses, 
hothouses, vineries — all working and heated and filled with plants. 
I had the run of the garden. We were pretty much self-sufficient. I 
walked home from school at lunchtime to damp down the tomatoes 
in the greenhouse. The Good Life was on TV and we were living it.” 

Chris admits he wasn’t particularly academic. “I just loved being 
outside and gardening.” So, at the age of 16, he followed in his 
father’s footsteps and joined his local parks department, working as 
an apprentice. Two years later he earned a place on Kew’s three-year 
diploma course. All the time he was living in London, Chris would 
feel the constant pull of the hills. “Often on a Friday evening I would 
stand on the side of the M1 and hitch a lift up north” 

After finishing his studies at Kew, Chris fancied a bit of break. He 
worked as a freelance gardener, living out of his van and spending his 
free time potholing and caving in the Lake District and the Yorkshire 
Dales. Then the Levens job came up. The fact that the estate was 
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VISITORS NOW 
SEE THROUGH A 
CAMERA LENS, SO 
I TRY TO PRESENT 
THE GARDEN 
AS A SERIES OF 
MINI PHOTO 
OPPORTUNITIES 


located between Yorkshire and the Lakes was a big draw but so was 
the ten-acre garden, with its many original 17th-century features. 

Chris loves the fact that Levens is relatively small and made up of 
different areas. It means he can be creative and hands-on. “Visitors 
tell us they can see somebody is having fun with the garden.” Levens’s 
crowning glory is of course its famous topiary. Despite some of the 
shapes being 300 years old, each piece is reshaped and remade every 
year. “It’s new this year and yet it’s also 300 years old,” Chris explains. 
There’s a thrilling tension in this: the sense that the garden is filled 
with these ancient ‘characters’ that have witnessed so much and yet 
are still very much alive. Nothing at Levens is set in aspic. 

“There are about 100 different shapes,” says Chris. “Some of the 
yew ones are about ten metres tall. I 
quite like the small ones myself: the 
box ones that are about two metres 
high. Over the years they all change. 
When I first arrived at Levens, the 
garden had a bell-shaped topiary. 
Slowly, we’ve rounded it and we now 
call it the Henry Moore sculpture.” 

The twice-yearly bedding schemes 
grown under the topiary have also 
evolved. “Nowadays we go for more 
of a natural-looking tapestry effect, 
and my flower choices are a lot more 
bee-friendly. I wasn’t thinking of this 
so much 30 years ago, but farming 
practices have changed. You don’t see 
flowers on farmland anymore. In a 
way, the garden used to be controlled 
because outside the walls was wild. 
Now outside the walls is not such a wild place, it’s agricultural land. 
Maybe that’s why gardens today are less about controlling nature and 
keeping them more natural-looking. The way we garden is changing.” 

The way people enjoy gardens is changing, too. “Many visitors now 
see through a camera lens, so I try to present the garden as a series of 
different pictures, like mini photo opportunities. My hope is to make 
each area as distinct as possible — visually fantastic and full of joy.” 

Chris has recently taken up painting as a hobby. “I feel like ’m 
looking at everything with new eyes. It’s really developing my eye for 
seeing.” No doubt this new pastime will affect the way Chris develops 
the garden in the next few years. There is a lot more joy to come. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Levens Hall is hosting World Topiary Day on 12 May 2022. Events 
include a topiary tour, during which Chris will demonstrate how he and 
his team go about clipping the different shapes — a task which takes 
about six months to complete. Tel 01539 560321, levenshall.co.uk 


Landscape architect George Cullis has transformed a dark, enclosed London courtyard 
into a green oasis, alive with birds, insects and the subtle rhythms of nature 


A space revived 


WORDS NATASHA GOODFELLOW PHOTOGRAPHS KATHARINE PEACHEY 
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» “What Small céurtyard galdden. 9 

with high boundary walls. 
Where London. . .* 
Size 6nbx 4m. A 
Soil Imported,top and subsoil 
with added drainage. 
Climate Temperate, 
north-facing garden. 
Hardiness zone USDA 9. 


igh walls and a three-storey building at one end meant that when 
landscape architect George Cullis first saw this garden, the impression 
was of being in a deep gorge or chasm. “It was tile-paved with a collection 
of olive trees and shrubs in pots, all struggling with the shady conditions,” 
he says. The client, who lives in Singapore for part of the year, wanted 
something beautiful but low maintenance. This could have meant formal 
topiary and clipped shrubs but George chose a different route. “The house 
was being remodelled with a fully glazed rear elevation, allowing views 
from the front door straight through to the garden,” he says. “There seemed to be the opportunity 
to bring the garden into the house by creating something as natural and loose as possible, while still 
bearing in mind the need for minimal maintenance. I didn’t want to make a garden that stood still.” 
Believing that “every garden needs a tree’; he sited a crab apple (Malus ‘Evereste’) to the rear of the 
sunnier side of the space and used this to define the other areas — one for seating closer to the house and 
another to access the storage and condenser units to the back. These are surrounded by sizable planting 
pockets which, when combined with the many climbers, give the impression that one is enveloped in 
nature. Though most plants have been chosen for their lush textural foliage, George has been careful to 
think about other aspects too. “The Malus has beautiful spring blossom, which is great for pollinators, > 
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a hereseemnelto be is 
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creating something as ! 


Below left High surrounding walls 
mean this north-facing garden is in 
shade for much of the day so George 
had to choose his plants carefully, 
opting for plants such as ferns, 
astrantias and Sarcococca confusa 
that are happy in these conditions. 


Below right The planting is richly 
textural, with the contrasting 

foliage of Pittosporum tenuifolium, 
Hakonechloa macra, Onoclea 
sensibilis and the toothed, pinnate 
leaves of Rodgersia aesculifolia, with 
its panicles of creamy flowers adding 
another element to the mix. 
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Below left The Malus ‘Evereste’ brings 
interest and life to the space 
throughout the year, with soft, pinky- 
white blossom in spring. This ties in 
nicely with some rogue pink astrantias, 
which George has decided to leave. 


Below centre George divided the space 
to include seating areas and access to 
storage at the rear, combined with 
generous planting. A condenser unit 
has been cleverly disguised with iroko 
cladding and a green roof. 


Below right Despite the small 

space, George has used repeat planting 
to great effect as can be seen here 

in the golden leaves of Aralia cordata 
‘Sun King’ lighting up the space. 


/The 
beautiful 


blossom, 


> and orange fruits in autumn, which the birds love; Sarcococca confusa is evergreen and scented in 
winter; and the fine leaves of the Sesleria autumnalis add a sense of movement.” 

To prevent the space from looking fussy, George has focused on blue- and white-flowered plants — 
Astrantia ‘Snow Star’, Rodgersia aesculifolia and Ceratostigma plumbaginoides — densely planted to 
suppress weeds and minimise maintenance. He has adopted a similarly restrained approach to the hard 
landscaping, using a beautiful light grey, sawn-edge York-stone paving to bounce light throughout the 
space. The walls are rendered in an off-white, which provides a perfect surface for the shadow play of the 
plants on sunnier days, and are topped by iroko wood trellis, also used to disguise the rear utility units. 

The project was not without its challenges. Aside from the usual access problems that terraced houses 
present, the contractors had to dig down another metre beneath the new ground level to add 
the requisite drainage and, as the garden was built over lockdown, everything between George, the 
architect, contractor and the client, in Singapore, had to be co-ordinated online. But of these difficulties, 
there is no trace. Instead, the garden is serene, calm and cocooned from the world outside and yet — with 
the bees buzzing around the astrantia — connected to it in the most wonderful way. O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about George's work at studiocullis.com 
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Using a limited colour palette is an 
excellent way of ensuring cohesion 

ina small garden. In this garden, George 
opted for a predominantly green and 
soft grey scheme, albeit with a huge 
amount of variation in the greens, which 
stretch from lime to apple and viridian. 
About 70 per cent of the plants — Magnolia 
grandiflora ‘Praecox’, Malus ‘Evereste’ 
and repeated plantings of Aralia cordata 
‘Sun King’ for example — were chosen 
for structure and, of these, around 

AO per cent are evergreen, ensuring 
there is interest year round, vital in 

a garden as small as this. 


Throughout the garden, George has 
planted in layers. Low-growing plants 
including Hakonechloa macra and 
European wild ginger (Asarum europaeum) 
spill over the edges of the planting beds, 
softening the overall effect. A mid layer of 
astrantias and Ses/eria autumnalis and 
taller plants, such as Onoclea sensibilis 
and Pittosporum tenuifolium, leads the 
eye upwards to the tree and the climbers. 
Where there are flowers, George uses 
them in large splashes, rather than 

as a lot of smaller pin pricks. “In that 

way you get a nice sense of rhythm 

in the space,” he says. 


<<! 


By restricting the hard landscaping 
materials to soft greys and off whites, 
George has increased the sense of unity still 
further. “Simple can often be very effective,” 
he says. “Make the ground plane interesting 
so it encourages the eye to travel through 
the space and to its edges. In this design, 
I've used a beautiful stone, beautifully laid, 
complemented by the verticals of the tree 
and climbers to draw the eye up.” He also 
recommends unifying your boundaries 

by painting or cladding them in the same 
materials, and installing good quality wires 
so that climbers — which will help the garden 
feel less enclosed — can establish and thrive. 
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WALK ON THE 
WILD SIDE 

‘Inan extract from her new book, 
designer Marian.Boswall argues 
that planet-friendly garden design 


can be natural and nurturing-.so be 
inspired and let the magic happen 


~ 


WORDS MARIAN BOSWALL 
PHOFOGRAPHS.JASON INGRAM®4 


: 


y 


rom the moment we wake 
up each morning, we are 
making decisions that affect 
our wellbeing and our 
environment. Many of them 
may not seem to make much 
impact, but collectively they have the 
capacity to do great good. 
As a landscape architect of 20 years, 
I make design decisions every day, 
and early on in my career I sometimes 
wished Id had better information to 
help make those choices and to explain 
them to my clients. Over time, I have 
developed an approach that is part 
practical and part spiritual. I listen to 
the land and the people who live there, 
and each time aim to create somewhere 
that is both beautiful and nurturing, for 
the people and for all the other beings 
that share the space, from deep down 
below ground and right up to the sky. 
We are each a small part of a big 
beautiful world and joined together 
we have a huge part to play. I find that 
gardening is one of the most intimate 
ways to experience the infinite power 
of nature and my place within it. 
When I’m in the process of designing a 


garden I put into practice inspirations, 
memories and knowledge that we 

all share at some level and can use to 
understand and create our gardens. 


Creating space 

Creating a space can be the most 
magical part of designing a garden. 
When you look at a blank canvas, the 
potential is limitless. What you do with 
it comes back to how you want to live, 
how much you want to look after it and 
how much time and money you have to 
invest. To create a sustainable garden, 
you need to plan for the long term and 
at the same time consider how much 
you want to spend today. 

If you are renting or intending to 
move on in a few years’ time, it is still 
worth investing in plants, but you may 
be able to make do and make over the 
existing paving or gravel areas. Old 
mortar can be removed and plants such 
as thyme sown in the cracks to give 
uninspiring paving slabs a lift, while 
adding to your garden’s biodiversity and 
attracting pollinators. By creating gaps 
between the slabs, you also allow water 
to permeate and reduce runoff, which [> 


Above right Choose plants that will thrive in 
your garden to minimise added care. If 

you can select plants that would choose 

to grow in you garden naturally, you will be 
going with the energetic flow, rather than 
battling against nature. 


Above left If possible, you should start your 
planting with elements of structure: trees, if 
you can fit them, then hedges, shrubs and 
climbers. After that, consider herbaceous 
perennials and, finally, quick-growing 
annuals, which will flower and set seed 
within the year. 


Facing page Sustainable gardening includes 
taking time for yourself to connect and relax, 
something Marian Boswall works and lives 
by in her practice as a landscape architect. 
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Above When planning your garden, it pays 
to spend some time getting to know it 
well before you start to lay it out. By 
working with your site and its natural 
resources, you can save money, time 

and heartache, and quickly create a more 
self-supporting mini microclimate. 


Facing page The reuse of old paving stones 
such as for a stepping stone pathway 
through an area of planting, is a good 

way to keep resources on site. 
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> helps to protect the soil elsewhere 
in the garden and also helps to prevent 
flooding occurring in built-up areas. 
Gravel is a relatively cheap way to keep 
feet dry and create areas that can be 
shared by people and plants. 

The way a garden looks and feels is 
a direct result of your intention for the 
space, so it is worth deciding at the start 
if this is to be primarily a garden for 
entertaining, meditating or being alone, 
growing food or allowing children space 
to play. Of course, with a bit of careful 
planning the space can be all of these 
things in turn, to each of its users. 


Planning the site 

Think about who else uses your garden: 
are there certain creatures you want 

to create a home for or to encourage, 
or are there marauders you want to 
dissuade? Does your boundary link with 
others to provide a wildlife corridor for 
bats, owls, and harvest mice, or if not, 
could it? Add to your assessment the 
ways in which you want to spend your 
time in the garden, in terms of fun and 
productivity. And finally, make a list of 
the waste bins, bicycles, compost bins, 


glasshouse, air source heat pump, water 
butts, log store, extra children’s play 
areas, and other features that will all 
need a home outside too. 

Once you are armed with the site 
specifics and know what you want to 
do in it, you can start to lay out what 
will go where, and decide how you will 
move through the spaces and what 
you will grow: vegetables, flowers, 
trees, hedges, herbs, climbers, nettles 
and comfrey. You may want to include 
partitions or be happy with areas and 
needs that overlap; nature is very good 
at sharing space, just don’t forget to 
build in areas for wildlife. 


Shrubs and climbers 

After trees, shrubs and climbers form 
the backbone of the sustainable garden. 
When chosen carefully they will provide 
structure, texture, colour and scent all 
year round, as well as places to live, nest 
and forage for lots of different wildlife, 
both above and below the soil. 

When we invite a person to a party, 
we don’t just think about what they 
look like, and the same is true of plants. 
By considering their properties and | 
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Above left A dead hedge provides excellent 
wildlife corridors between territories for 
small mammals — you will also find birds 

of prey perching on them to hunt. As dead 
hedges decompose, the wood becomes the 
perfect host for invertebrates and fungi. 
These hedges also make great barriers and 
free alternatives to a fence, using cuttings 
from tree pruning and any woody material 
that can be laid in rows. 


Above right As well as providing 

habitat, shade and carbon capture, trees 
are a great addition to a sustainable 

garden because they provide lots of 
different types of food for us and for wildlife. 
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> functions, as well as their appearance, 
we can create a mini ecosystem that can 
thrive and be almost self-sustaining, 
needing minimal additions from us 
throughout the gardening year. 

By planting in layers, you can protect 
the soil, lock up carbon and prevent 
water runoff, as well as creating a 
beautiful mini ecosystem. Shrubs also 
create the structural layer in the garden, 
working together with smaller plants 
to provide a year-round covering that 
protects and can also feed the soil. 

So how do we choose shrubs and 
climbers? When planning what to plant, 
we want to make the least change for 
the greatest effect, so begin by seeing 
what is growing in your garden already 
and how you can work with that. If you 
have a fence covered in ivy or a wall 
with moss, think twice before stripping 
it all off, since moss is one of the best air 
purifiers, and mature ivy flowers are a 
favourite forage for bees, while the plant 
offers a great place for birds to nest. So, 
keep a bit of the beneficial stuff, but 
clip it back (though not during nesting 
season) if you are tidy minded, and then 
you can add to what’s already there. 


Next, choose the bulk of your shrubs 
and climbers from communities of 
plants that grow nearby and do well, 
either in neighbours’ gardens or even 
in neglected corners in a town. It just 
needs a little research. Some shrubs 
such as buddleja are pioneer plants that 
colonise cracks in walls and fill them 
with flowers for butterflies. These tough 
plants will do well in any garden and 
may just need to be kept in check in 
warm humid environments where they 
can do too well and get out of hand. 
Once you have the shrub layer of 
the garden, add hardy climbers such 
as roses, clematis or honeysuckle 
for additional height and a longer 
flowering/nectar period. You can tie 
them to wires or trellis fixed to a fence 
or just let them scramble among other 
plants as they would in the wild. 3 


BOOK DETAILS 

This is an edited extract from the new 
book Sustainable Garden: Projects, 
insights and Advice for the Eco-conscious 
Gardener by Marian Boswall, with 
photographs by Jason Ingram 
(published by Frances Lincoln, £18). 


A layered border not only looks beautiful but will become its 
own mini-ecosystem, providing support and nourishment 
for itself and the creatures that come to live in it 


* If you have space, plant one tree for 
every six Square metres. If you have 
plenty of room, choose trees that allow 
lots of light through their canopies. 


* Start with a variety of ground-cover 
plants that are suitable for your soil, 
bearing in mind the amount of sun and 
rain available, and plant them to cover 
roughly 50 per cent of the ground. 


« Add one shrub for every two square 
metres of space, mixing evergreens and 
flowering and your favourite fruiting 
shrubs to attract pollinators and feed 
animals and maybe yourself. 


« Add in one or two mixes of perennials, 
ideally with three perennials and 

one grass in each mix, to flower in 
succession throughout the season. 
Choose a variety of heights and flower 


shapes, from umbrella-shaped to spires 
and round daisies, to aid pollination as 
well as to look beautiful in your border. 


* If you have gaps in the garden while 
the shrubs fill out, add in annuals for 

a splash of instant colour, to feed the 
bees and to protect the soil. They will 
seed where they are happy and create 

a dynamic feel to the planting as it 
changes. Where there is any space 
remaining, cover with a mulch of garden 
compost or fine composted bark. 


¢ Water your plants in and keep their 
roots moist for the first three months 
after planting, until their roots are 
established (stick your finger deep into 
the soil to check for moisture before 
getting out the watering can). After 
that, they should only need water in 
the event of a severe drought. 
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Surrounded by.mature Mees forest in the 
Brecon Beacons; the organic, natural,garden of Sue and 
Ian Mabberley has beerva 40°year labour of love 


WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


cee wah Vette) 


aIN BRIEF 
oy, Name’ Nant+ “y? Be 
What Organic ed 
ee and: woodland, 
Where Powys. 


‘ : 
Soil Free-draining, slightly acidic. : ae 4 : ; a 
Climate Extreme as gardening at an S&S y) . _ re Se t; ee : Ge (=a bale x: Sm 
altitude of 366m; Harsh, wet winters oe 5 he ee 4 ; 
and short springs and summers. gtk ee GE. aw site LEO ess iat ads : 
-# Above average rainfall for Wales ee ‘Hy 
(1,497mm in.2021). 


ae as 
+ 


AO years developing the wild, organic Pe ee che pee cer, — i iia 
garden that surrounds their ivy-clad_ ee : 


a 


former forester’s cottage. Spanning” =="~ a 


‘« ~ 
and garden its name, a simple = ws ‘ a ‘ 


Garden at the front of the house 
to the Edible Forest Garden. 


mn as 
73-GARDENGILEUSERATED.COM APRIL 2022 gue = 
‘ ve = , 


<_ < a ~ latch -- ; Y f9 
= 4 ° } 


' 4 dha tl fh Wns On gies Sel tt | 
< A 


1 Forty years ago, Sue Mabberley modestly set out to create “something 
pretty” to surround her home Nant-y-Bedd in the Brecon Beacons. 
Constantly evolving, the garden is now a colourful and varied haven for 
wildlife. Here a glorious red Acer palmatum is hung with a bird feeder, 
attracting woodland birds such as great spotted woodpeckers. 


2 Aspectacularly long — and to some terrifying — rope bridge leads visitors across 
a steep gorge filled with native ferns. This bridge links the more cultivated Potager 
Garden with the wilds of the meadow, woodland pasture and natural swimming 
pool. Here, naturalised Camassia leichtlinii subsp. suksdorfii and the white daffodil 
Narcissus poeticus grow in rough pasture requiring very little maintenance. 


3 Welsh poppies, Papaver cambricum, green alkanet, Pentaglottis sempervirens 
and sweet ciciley, Myrrhis odorata — a spectacular umbellifer for naturalising where 
moisture is available — clothe the Potager Garden in a backdrop of green, 

a prelude to the burst of productivity and colour during the summer. 


4 Sunlight fills the organic Potager Garden, a space that appears carved 
out of the forest. Hazel poles are coppiced from the riverside to create 
domes, wigwams and a long bean tunnel, all built to withstand snow, rain 
and high winds. A dry-stone wall beautifully colonised with moss and 
ferns creates a clear boundary between garden and forest. 


5 Badger-proof Belfast sinks are planted with alternating groupings of orange 
and purple tulips that blaze against the inky timbers and corrugated shuttering 
of the former Forestry Commission wood sheds. Spring comes late to Nant-y-Bedd 
and this colour is welcomed among the white froth of sweet cicely. 


6 Acollection of pots and plants for sale welcome you into the wood 
yard at the entrance. Artfully curated moments such as these are a reassuring 
reminder that the hand of the gardener is present at Nant-y-Bedd, and 
that ‘weeds’ as well as cultivated plants have a considered and important 
role in the composition and function of the garden. 


Cars often slow.down when 
passing the Cottage Garden at 
the front of the house as people 
admire the prettiness of it all. The 
garden includes a small wildlife 
pond surrounded by, Persicaria 
bistorta, Allium-hollandicum 
‘Purple Sensation’ and self- 
seeded Welsh poppies. 


With so many self-seeders, it's clear that the 
garden is constantly in flux. Sue relishes the dramatic 
changes, but keeps a semblance of artistic control 


hen your garden is perched up 

high on a Welsh mountainside, 

you soon realise you can’t 

battle nature. It was a lesson 

quickly learned by Sue and Jan 

Mabberley who have embraced 
nature at their garden at Nant-y-Bedd for more than 40 
years. In an area dominated by dark Forestry Commission 
conifer plantations, it stands out as an oasis of wild 
planting, and their pretty front garden has become a local 
landmark. But it is their newer garden, hidden from view 
by a line of old sheds, that ’m always impatient to see. 

“You know straight away if visitors get it,” says Sue, 
as she opens an unassuming wooden gate, and we step 
into a sunlit clearing. Last year’s teasels still stand above 
the verdant growth of late spring. Pollinators engulf the 
air, drawn to the cheerful, bright-blue flowers of green 
alkanet and the white umbels of sweet cicely, Myrrhis 
odorata, and Anthriscus sylvestris “Ravenswing. 

Hazel structures — bare in spring, but soon to be 
covered with hops, peas and heritage runner beans — help 
denote the veg borders, and woodchip paths, spongy 
underfoot, frequently disappear among a polycultural 
mix of sorrel, purple honesty and Welsh poppies. With so 


many self-seeders, it’s clear that the garden is constantly 
in flux. Sue relishes the dramatic changes, but keeps a 
semblance of artistic control. “Identification and early 
editing of seedlings is critical,” she says. 

Our path takes us through swathes of ground elder 
that will soon create a spectacular white carpet, and 
Sue has learned to not just accept but to love this 
persistent ‘weed’. “When it flowers en masse, it’s not 
only beautiful but it hums with pollinators,” she says. 
“We also eat it in salads and the umbel makes a great 
cut flower. Before it sets seed, we scythe it off and put 
it in an isolated heap to rot down by a hedge.” 

The path inclines downwards to a natural swimming 
pond that mirrors dramatic skies. With the support and 
direction of local landscape artist Mick Petts, Sue and Ian 
rejected conventional construction methods. Five colossal 
Douglas firs were felled and cut to construct timber 
walls, surpassing the need for concrete blockwork and its 
inevitable high carbon footprint. The lines of submerged 
wood are visible through the clear water, separating the 
pool’s depths from its shallows. 

Here native marginals such as Eriophorum 
angustifoltum, Nymphaea alba and Caltha palustris grow 

To continue turn to page 84 > 
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8 FAVOURITE PLANTS 


1 Brassica oleracea var. italica ‘Early Purple Sprouting’ Saving their own seed 
is fundamental to how Sue and lan grow at Nant-y-Bedd, and they allow some 
brassica flowers to set seeds for planting the following year. 90cm x 60cm. 

2 Iris sibirica Sue loves this iris for its spring strip of vibrant blue in one of 
the garden’s boggy areas. 90cm x 40cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8bt. 

3 Anthriscus sylvestris ‘Ravenswing’ This decorative cow parsley adds 
frothy umbellifers for pollinators. Sue uses it throughout the potager and 
in containers with spring bulbs. 1m x 60cm. RHS H6. 

4 Saxifraga ‘Knapton Pink’ A spreading evergreen perennial that produces 
masses of rose-pink flowers above mounds of fresh-green foliage. 20cm x 25cm. 
5 Galium odoratum A magnet for bees and other insects, sweet woodruff 
makes a scented and extremely pretty groundcover. Its dried foliage is excellent 
for flavouring custards. 20cm x 35cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

6 Pentaglottis sempervirens Grown in the Potager Garden, this is a perfect 
foil for the purple honesty (Lunaria annua) and ‘Ravenswing’ flowers in 
spring. Foliage can then be cut right down for a second flush later. Flowers 
are edible if somewhat tasteless. 50-80cm x 50cm-1m. 

7 Rumex sanguineus Harvested in spring, the young leaves make a tart and 
lemony addition to salads and sandwiches. A welcome self-seeder, it 
contains oxalic acid so avoid eating too much. 30cm x 30cm. 

8 Papaver cambricum Both yellow and orange Welsh poppies grow here. A 
wonderful self-seeder popping up in unexpected places. Tolerant of shade. 
Considered native (or possibly a garden escapee) in this part of Wales. Just 
allow them to seed around and welcome the spontaneity of the pops of 
brightness that they introduce. 30-45cm x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 7a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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High above the cottage, Sue and 
lan have created’a viewing area 
from where the garden’s. secluded 
setting surrounded by conifers 
becomes. evident. The-native beech 
hedge provides:a sympathetic 
boundary between the sheep 
orchard and the Cottage Garden. 
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The garden blends so seamlessly into the wider landscape 
it is easy to overlook the dedication of Sue and Ian, who 
clearly recognise the garden as part of a greater landscape 


> around stones and act asa primary filter, helping to 
keep the water sparkling clear. The stones within these 
marginal areas heat up in the sun, warming localised 
water, which is in turn circulated via pipes and a pump 
to the swimming area. In this way the pool uses no 
chemicals to retain its clarity. Wildlife flourishes, with 
dragonflies and large red damselflies flitting among 

the pale-yellow flowers of Iris pseudacorus var. bastardii. 

The garden blends so seamlessly into the wider 
landscape that it is easy to overlook the dedication of 
Sue and Ian, who clearly recognise the garden as part 
of a greater landscape and larger timescale than our 
own. When they bought the adjacent meadow two 
years ago, it was dominated by bracken. Instead of 
scraping off the topsoil for a quick fix, they adopted 
a sensitive approach, cutting down the bracken and 
raking it by hand, taking care to leave any thistles 
standing for pollinators. 

Their six sheep graze the meadow in the winter, 
creating invaluable foot holes of bare earth for meadow 
flora to seed into. “It’s a slow, piecemeal approach, but 
one which is rewarding,” Sue explains. “Hawthorn and 
birch trees that were once completely hidden have been 
revealed. There are even venerable ant hills — precious 
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signs of ancient pasture. The last thing you want to 
do is to smash up the land.” 

Sue and Ian see value and possibility in all the 
materials of the landscape that surrounds them. Well- 
rotted bracken litter is used as an experimental base to 
sow locally collected seeds of orchids and eyebright. 
Self-seeded saplings are transplanted or left to grow. 
They also use the fleece from their sheep, sealing the 
wool in waterproof bags, to place on top of compost 
bays to retain heat. Even their heated propagator is 
powered by electricity from the stream’s micro-hydro. 

Sue and Ian’s intuitive, light-touch approach to 
making a garden comes from years of observation 
and trial. They've welcomed nature in, and though 
the hand of the gardener is evident, it often feels 
secondary; almost invisible to the atmosphere and 
rich biodiversity of this special place. 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Nant-y-Bedd, Fforest Coal Pit, Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire NP7 7LY. Tel 01873 890219. 

Web nantybedd.com Open July to September, Friday to 
Sunday, 2-6pm (tickets must be pre-booked), and at 
other times by appointment. Admission £7. 
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1 Towering Douglas firs, some as tall as 36m, create a protective backdrop 
to the serene natural swimming pool clearing. To the southwest, beyond 
the infinity reflections of the pool, lie spectacular alpine-like views down 

a valley of woodland pasture. 


2 Ashepherd's hut, framed by a lime tree on the left and an alder on the right, 
provides a small-scale, intimate moment at the edge of the pool clearing. Here 
diverse ‘edge-habitats’ of native meadow, woodland and marginal planting 
overlap, making the natural swimming pool a magnet for wildlife. 


3 lan’s pyramid-shaped wood stack forms a strong centrepiece within the 
entrance wood yard. They are both a practical and striking homage to the 
location's previous utilitarian function as a Forestry Commission yard. 


4 Sue and lan see value and possibility in all the materials of the surrounding 
forest and landscape — both natural and man-made. Much of the garden 
incorporates locally salvaged materials such as containers used as planters or 
corrugated sheeting, here used as border edging. Many of the rusted steel 
plant supports are hand forged on-site by lan. 


5 Tough perennials, such as mahogany-leaved Lysimachia ciliata ‘Firecracker’, 
emerge early before the ground elder gets going, happily coexisting with the 
established and pretty weed and seasonal flowers, including tulips ‘Ballerina’ and 
‘Doll's Minuet’ and day lilies. Sue spent 30 years trying to dig the ground elder out 
of the Cottage Garden borders before she realised that she was never going to 
eradicate the perennial ‘weed! and now happily tolerates this along with other wild 
flowers that others might consider weeds. She is always happy to leave dandelions, 
which she says are “brilliant early food for bees”. 


6 Persicaria bistorta loves Nant-y-Bedd's damp conditions, growing vigorously 

among self-seeded native Dryopteris ferns, Welsh poppies, Allium hollandicum 

‘Purple Sensation’ and white tulips. The persicaria’s pink bottle-brush flowers 
put on a show for weeks throughout summer. 


a vase or bouquet | 
e as annuals, perennials and not forgetting sumptuous roses 
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BECKY 
CROWLEY 


Becky is a garden 

maker, flower grower and 
flower artist, previously 
responsible for the cut 

» flowers at Chatsworth. 
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This selection includes muted and dusky 
tones that feel particularly well suited to 
summer's transition into autumn. I’m 
imagining them as a table arrangement, low 
enough to see the person sitting opposite. A 
chicken-wire ball in the vase will help give the 
stems enough support to lean outwards 
without falling flat, and the wiggly tendencies 
of both the nasturtium and Californian poppy 
will provide movement and softness. 


1 Rudbeckia hirta Sahara seed mix These 
are reliable and robust cut flowers that 
provide lots of stems in late summer and 
autumn. 60cm. RHS H3, USDA 3a-8bt. 


2 Dahlia ‘April Heather’ Dahlias are 
incredibly generous with their flowers, 
blooming from August until the first hard 
frost. This elegant collarette cultivar is as 
attractive to pollinators as it is to us. It 
benefits from plenty of sunshine and being 
pinched out to encourage the growth of long, 
strong stems. 1.25m. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


3 Daucus carota ‘Dara’ | love the burgundy 
colouring in this ornamental carrot. It’s 
sometimes classified as a biennial and 
sometimes as a hardy annual. I've found that 
it flowers beautifully in the first year from 
sowing. 90cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


4 Gladiolus murielae What a beautiful plant 
to add to any garden and such a bonus that it 
has lovely scent and cuts well too. | start the 
corms off in pots indoors and plant them out 
in the garden once the frosts have passed. 
90cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


5 Eschschoizia californica ‘Thai Silk Pink 
Champagne’ This Californian poppy is a 
delicate thing with soft apricot-pink, silky 
flowers and feathery glaucous foliage. 
Perfect for weaving around other plants 
at the front of a border. 30cm. RHS H3. 


6 Tropaeolum majus ‘Salmon Gleam’ | love 
to see nasturtiums trailing on to garden 
paths and out of a vase on to the dinner 
table. They're also edible so can be added to 
salads to make meal times extra beautiful 
and rather spicy. 1.8m. RHS H3. 


7 Panicum capillare ‘Frosted Explosions’ 

A beautiful airy grass that adds lightness and 
texture to both the garden and bouquets. 

It also dries well so can be saved for less 
floriferous months. 40cm. > 
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FIONA HASER 
BIZONY 


Florist Fiona is founder 
of sustainable Electric 
Daisy Flower Farm with 
a mission to change the 
way we see floral design. 


Many of the elements of this arrangement 
are plants that don’t travel well as cut 
flowers and so are rarely seen in high- 
street florists. All are easy to grow in the 
garden, and are proof of the adage that 
what grows together, goes together. 


1 Daucus carota An appealing, airy umbel 
with its white, lacey form, wild carrot is 

also usefully robust when it comes to 
arrangements and makes an interesting 
seedhead too. It’s a biennial that’s best 

sown in autumn. 90cm. RHS H7, USDA 2a-11. 


2 Thlaspi arvense A plant often overlooked 
by gardeners but with wonderful potential in 
floristry. Let it go to seed and you'll have 
willowy stems of the most interesting 
structure to add to your floristry. It even 
works brilliantly as a dried flower in winter 
arrangements. 90cm. 


3 Muehlenbeckia complexa The tiny, 
flawlessly formed round leaves of this 
climbing perennial provide year-round colour 
and the dark stems are a perfect foil. We use 
it twisted around our wreaths or in the base 
of our vases or as trailing stems in our 
arrangements. 3m. RHS H3. 


4 Phlox drummondii ‘Creme Brilée’ This 
buttery phlox works well in any floral 
arrangement as its pale-yellow tones 
combine with almost any other flower. An 
easy-to-grow annual, it may need alittle 
netting to prevent it from trailing on the 
ground. 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 2a-11. 


5 Rosa Honey Dijon (=‘Weksproulses’) 
This floribunda rose starts out a quiet 
unprepossessing yellow, but matures into 
the most beautiful subtle shades of sweet 
milky coffee. Easy to grow with along season 
and floriferous habit, and perfect for floristry 
because it blends so well with other colours. 
90cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


6 Tropaeolum majus ‘Milkmaid’ 
Nasturtiums have a fantastic vase life and 
beautiful sculptural qualities that add grace 
and flow to any design. An annual that can be >= 
fitted into any corner of your garden or S 2 
grown in pots to trail or climb. 1.8m. RHS H3. Os 
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7 Dahlia ‘Preference’ You won't find cactus 
dahlias in many high-street florists, but this 
peach-toned cultivar is one of my absolute 
favourites. 90cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 
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24.675, chilternseeds.c 


01344 578000, crocus.co.u . 


Green & Gorgeous 
Tel 07977 445041, greenandgorgeous ews s.c¢ 
Halls of Heddon 


Tel 01661 85244, hallsoft 


¢ Nicky’s Nursery > 
Tel 01843 600972, nickys- 1U 


- Plants of Distinction " 
Tel 01449 721720, plantsofdistinction.cc 


¢ Sarah Raven * : 7 

Tel 0345 092 0283, sarahraven.com 
¢ Special Plants 

Tel 01225 891686, specialplants.net 


¢ Thompson & Morgan 
Tel 0844 573 1818, thompson-morgan.com 


* Woottens of Wenhaston 
Tel 01502 478258, woottensplants.com 
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CEL 
ROBERTSON 


Cel is the founder of 
Forever Green Flower 
Company, an artisan 
sustainable flower farm 
based in Norfolk. 
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There's something magical about gathering 
seasonal flowers together to create an 
arrangement. | love the feel of a floral display 
that looks as though it has been just been 
scooped up from the garden and placed 
quite naturally in a vessel without too much 
fuss. An element of green is always essential 
along with a tumbling mix of blooms to bring 
the essence of the summer into the home. 


1 Nicotiana x hybrida ‘Tinkerbell’ Trumpet- 
shaped blooms on long stems bring height, 
dynamism and movement to arrangements. 
The tiny, dusky-maroon flowers are unusual 
and unexpected, but they are excellent cut 
flowers that will keep blooming until the first 
frost. 90cm. RHS H2. 


2 Cosmos atrosanguineus These small, 
daisy-like blooms on wiry stems will add a 
delicious scent of chocolate to the vase. Use 
to create intense pops of maroon colour to 
float above and through an arrangement. 
60cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-9b. 


3 Phlox drummondii ‘Cherry Caramel’ 
Delicately scented, the peachy, ruby-flushed 
blooms make this annual phlox a useful 
bridging colour for summer arrangements. 
Pinch out for longer stems; it brings a touch 
of lightness and movement to floral displays. 
40cm. RHS H6, USDA 2a-11. 


4 Pelargonium ‘Royal Oak’ The foliage 
_ of this oak-leaved pelargonium provides 
= structure for floral displays; the balsam 
«= scent ofthe leaves is an added bonus. 
S 5Ocm. AGM*. RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11. 


5 Atriplex hortensis var rubra Cut orache 
once the seedhead is fully developed, and 
strip away the leaves. The flush of ruby 
colouring through the seedpods is a perfect 
match for jewel-toned dahlias and chocolate 
cosmos. 1.2m. RHS H2, USDA 2a-11. 


6 Dahlia ‘Tamburo’ This compact semi- 
cactus dahlia with blooms in deepest 
maroon won't overpower an arrangement. 
It will bloom from late summer until the first 
frosts. 90cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-9b. 


7 Xerochrysum bracteatum ‘Salmon Rose’ 
The papery petals of strawflower bring a 
contrast in both texture and colour; the rich 
peachy-salmon lifts the darker tones of 
some other flowers here. Easy to grow, 

~ its stems can be dried. 90cm. RHS H2. 
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TRADITIONAL STYLE WORKWEAR MADE IN NORFOLK 


carriercompany.co.uk +44 (0)1328 820699 
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News, garden design and sourcebook 
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GROWING SKYWARDS 


Roots in the Sky, London's first office building with a rooftop forest, has 


been announced as the winner in the Unbuilt category of the New 
London Awards 2021. Designed by Harris Bugg Studio, the 1.4-acre 
rooftop forest will include more than 100 established trees and 10,000 
plants, a swimming pool and rooftop restaurant, and will sit on top of 
a radical reimagining of the old Blackfriars Crown Court building in 
Southwark. The part refurbishment and part new build design by 
Sheppard Robson and Studio RHE will provide work, wellness and 
community spaces. Work is due to start late summer. harrisbugg.com 
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— CHELSEA — 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January -— March 2023 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 

Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 

an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 

vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 

homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 

students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 

ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2022 — beg July 2023 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural = ; 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin Garden of Medicinal Plants ~ Chelsea Physic Garden 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 

regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, over three terms) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 20, 21,27, 28 April 2022 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in Rosemary 
Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and the garden nearby, where Ben is in charge. 
Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance tasks will be 
discussed.A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 


Photo: R Alexander 


Long established as the leader in all design 


hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course and gardening tuition and based at the 
book, with projects submitted to us. (1-3 years to complete and individual assessment) unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


Curated by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and horticulturalist Noel Kingsbury, Garden Masterclass is a place where gardeners, 
designers and landscape architects come together to learn and to share their experience and knowledge. Our audience and our 

tutors are truly global, with tutors including some of the world’s leading and most innovative people in our field. We organise live 
events, online talks and webinars, plus a membership scheme with discounts for online lectures and selected garden retailers. 


For full details and booking please go to 


or email gardenmasterclass@gmail.com 
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Ne \ S COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


() BATH GREEN 
CORRIDOR 


The National Trust has revealed Bath 
as the location for the first of its 
‘green corridors: Having acquired 
Bathampton Meadows to the east of 
Bath, the Trust will establish a three- 
mile meandering route that will take 
walkers from the city centre through 
improved meadows and an orchard, 
to a likely endpoint at Batheaston. In 
2020 the Trust announced it would 
create 20 such corridors in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. These 
walking routes will link urban green 
space, woodlands, towpaths and 
parks to nearby countryside, allowing 
those living in inner city areas to 
access nature. nationaltrust.org.uk 
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2) 1,000 TREES, 
SHANGHAI 


Greenery is central to the multi-use 
complex 1,000 Trees, which has 
been designed by Heatherwick 
Studio to emerge like a pair 

of forested mountains from 
Shanghai's waterfront. Bordered 
on one side by a public park and 
on the others by tower blocks, 
these two high-rise buildings, 
which are linked by a bridge, 
display their structural columns 
on the exterior. The columns are 
topped with planters supporting 
more than 1,000 trees and 
shrubs that visually link with 

the vegetation of the nearby park. 
heatherwick.com 


(3) BRAMCOTE PARK 


New London Architecture (NLA) and 
Southwark Council have announced 
the winners of a competition to revive 
Bramcote Park in Southwark. The 
winning proposal from architecture 
collective Assemble and Local Works 
Studio will transform the public park, 
split in two by a traffic-heavy road, 
into a generously planted green 
space. The design includes 

a forest garden in the southern 

half, where existing planting will be 
enriched with edible and other 
planting that creates wildlife habitats. 
The northern half will be a more 
open space, with areas for play and 

a flexible area that can support 
community events. nla.london 
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4) WICKER CABIN 


lran-based Shaygan Gostar 
Architectural Group has designed a 
compact contemporary cabin that 
draws on the traditions of local 
Mazandaran architecture for 
inspiration. Built on stilts in the 
countryside outside Nur, in northern 
Iran, the A-frame thatched cabin 
occupies only 50 square metres, and 
uses traditional materials, including 
wicker and clay for the exterior and 
wooden cladding inside. To one side 
a black metal box creates a light-filled 
room that opens on to a wooden 
deck, providing a wide view across 
the reflective water of a dam to 

the rural landscape beyond. 
designboom.com 


DESIGN 


5) THE CATHEDRAL STADIUM 


Design firm Populous has created the winning design for Milan’s new football stadium, 
which will host both AC Milan and FC Inter Milan, and will be the centrepiece of a new 
pedestrian-only district dedicated to sport and leisure. Inspired by the city’s iconic 
Duomo and Galleria Buildings, the new, bowl-shaped Cathedral Stadium will be 
enclosed by a glass-fronted galleria and surrounded by 22 acres of green space 

that will absorb water runoff and help to counteract the ‘heat island’ effect. Through 
the use of innovative materials and cutting-edge technologies, the Cathedral is 
expected to be Europe's most sustainable sports stadium. populous.com 
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(6) WOLFGANG BUTTRESS INSTALLATION 


Artist Wolfgang Buttress has worked with garden designer Tom Hoblyn to create a 
nature-inspired installation for the lobby of 4 Handyside Street, an office building in 
London's King’s Cross. Iridescence is made up of hundreds of geometric blocks, 
some made of natural materials, including Douglas fir, others of glass etched with the 
3D images of pollinator-friendly flowers. An LED display, which responds to sensors in 
the roots of Tom's nearby mix of grasses and bee-pollinated plants, such as Salvia 
nemorosa ‘Caradonna, reproduces the UV light that bees see, creating an ever- 
changing light- and sound-scape. wolfgangbuttress.com; thomashoblyn.com 
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Residential garden design specialists from 
concept to completion. We create vibrant dynamic 
outdoor spaces that augment family life. 


T: 01257 460 461 E: studio@epdlandscape.co.uk www.epdlandscape.co.uk 
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*VALID TO 30.4.22 
see website for terms and 
conditions 


agriframes.co.uk | 0117 934 1790 


Garden Structures - Fruit Cages - Plant Supports - Kitchen Garden - Outdoor Living 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Five beautiful gardens to visit 
in France and Spain 


Some gorgeous places to include in your itinerary 


The Gardens at the Palace of Versailles, France 
Perhaps the most famous gardens in France, the gardens at 

the Palace of Versailles are a masterclass is stunning symmetry. 
Developed by 17th-century designer Andre Le Notre at the 
request of Louis XIV, you'll find parterres, groves, an orangery 
and symmetrical paths, all punctuated with beautiful sculptures 
and fountains. To maintain the design, the garden is replanted 
once every century. 


Monet’s Garden at Giverny, France 

The backdrop for some of Monet’s most iconic paintings, 
Giverny features a flower garden (Clos Normand) at the 
front of the house and the Japanese-inspired water gardens 
at the back. Monet treated the gardens as a piece of art, using 
beautiful blocks of colour and a limited range of flowers, 
including agapanthus, nasturtiums, irises, poppies, peonies 
and, of course, water lilies. 


The Garden at Chateau Villandry, the Loire, France 
Created in the 1900s in the grounds of a spectacular 16th- 
century chateau by Joachim Carvallo, the gardens of Chateau 
de Villandry are some of the most visited in France. They 


feature a formal French-style section, as well as a water garden 
and ornamental gardens. Don’t miss the Jardin du Soleil, which 
is split into three sections: the sun room with mostly orange 
and yellow flowers, the cloud room with blue and white plants, 
and the children’s room with apple trees. 


The Alhambra Gardens, Grenada, Spain 

Water features heavily in the design of Grenada’s magnificent 
Alhambra gardens, with fountains and pools bringing a sense 
of coolness to counteract the heat of southern Spain. 

There are many gardens to explore in each part of the 
Alhambra complex, from the rectangular courtyard gardens in 
the Generalife and the landscaped symmetrical planting in the 
Lindaraja Courtyard. 


Madrid Botanical Garden, Spain 

Set in the heart of the city on the banks of the Manzanares 
river, this eight-hectare site is split into seven outdoor 
sections and five greenhouses, with over 90,000 plants and 
flowers to explore. Designs range from a Japanese-style 
garden to mid-nineteenth-century Romantic English, as well 
as Spain’s largest herbarium with over a million specimens. 


French company and maritime 
transport leader, Brittany Ferries 
is celebrating 50 years of sailing 
to fabulous destinations this year 
and looking to the future more than ever. 
From the outset, the company took 
the bold decision to offer a new style of 
transport combining destinations, services 
and above all a unique concept of travel 
by sea. Over the years it has continued to 
pursue the aim of satisfying passengers by 
offering them a different travel experience 
and revealing the gems of its destinations. 
The fleet of 10 ships currently serves four 
countries: the UK, France, Spain and 
Ireland, and 12 ports. 
As a company involved with local 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


communities, Brittany Ferries cannot 
conceive the future other than by taking a 
global ethical approach to respecting the 
environment. This is why it is committed 
to a future that is as environmentally 
responsible as possible. 

The delivery of Salamanca in February 
2022 is a good illustration of these 
commitments. As the first vessel in the 
fleet to be powered by liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), a more environmentally friendly fuel, 
it began operating on routes to Spain in the 
spring of this year. The next ships expected 
for the fleet, including the Santofia in 2023, 
will also be LNG or hybrid, which will 
significantly reduce CO, emissions. 


REDEEMING 
YOUR OFFER 


Save 5% on sailings from 
Portsmouth, Poole or 
Plymouth to France or 
from Portsmouth or Plymouth to Spain. 
Save 7% on sail & stay holidays in France, 
Spain or Portugal. Choose from cottages, 
apartments, chalet camping, hotels or 

car tours. Visit brittanyferries.com/ 
gardensillustrated or call 0330 173 
2549 and quote code 621591. 


ig es 
Brittany Ferries 


New bookings only. Subject to availability. Savings apply to the vehicle, passenger and holiday accommodation elements of a booking but excludes on board accommodation. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Travel until 31 October 2022. 


DESIGNED 
FOR LIVING 


Ideas for creating a stylisn garden 
tne whole family can enjoy 


WORDS JODIE JONES PHOTOGRAPHS JOANNA KOSSAK 


The design brief 


When Quincy and Lock Kresler moved with their two young 
daughters to Clapham, south London, they loved almost 
everything about their new home except the garden. “In our 
opinion, it had an over-designed and quite brutal layout,” says 
Quincy. Her mother is a floral designer and keen gardener in 
her native USA, and Quincy now wants her own daughters to 
have similar opportunities to play in a beautiful natural space. 


“The existing garden was a series of harsh squares, with a large 
concrete island in the centre and a dark and hidden artificial grass 
play section at the back,” she says. “We wanted to soften the design 
into a modern English garden with an emphasis on year-round 
texture and colour.” They called on Filippo Dester from the design 
studio Garden Club London to help achieve this. 


Filippo concluded the space had been skilfully landscaped over its 
two levels, but that the Brutalist finish was decidedly unsuitable for 
a family garden. The Kreslers also wanted to install a studio office 
at the far end of the garden and an outdoor kitchen close to the 
house, with dedicated areas for play and socialising, but Filippo 
suggested this could all be achieved by reorganising elements 
within the existing space, rather than starting from scratch. 


“Tt was really the surface details at fault here, so it was quicker, 
cheaper and more environmentally responsible to adapt 

what we had,” he says. “We replaced the oppressively dark- 
grey paving with a warmer, lighter stone, and introduced an 
interesting selection of plants in a vibrant palette of colours 
around a lawn where the girls could play. 


“The adult social space just needed well-chosen furniture 
and a fire bowl, and we significantly improved the look of the 
basement terrace with timber cladding, containerised plants 
and a custom-built outdoor kitchen. The overall division 

of space didn’t change drastically, but we linked its different 
elements together with a winding path that nods toward 
traditional country gardens and softened the hard edges with 
warm natural materials and lots of beautiful plants.” 


The result is a stylish family garden that, less than a year after 
completion, has already transformed the lives of the people 
lucky enough to own it.O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Filippo’s work at gardenclublondon.co.uk 


Turn the page to see more of the garden [> 


GARDEN DESIGN 


In smaller gardens, Filippo’s advice is to concentrate planting 
into just one or two significant areas. “You get so much more 
impact from one really generous ornamental bed than you could 
ever achieve by dotting the same number of plants through skinny 
strips around the whole garden.” 


Multi-stemmed trees are ideal for smaller gardens. “We put in 
two Amelanchier x lamarckii and a strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo), 
which are tolerant of a range of conditions and would be a great 
choice for most sites like this,” says Filippo. 
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Essentialelements © 


Six key elements that have turned this south London ¢» »., 

family garden from a gloomy and unappealing space = 
with concrete, artificial grass and tall bay hedges into 
a stylish garden the whole family loves and where both 
children and adults can have fun and relax 


KEY PACTS 


Where South London. 

Size 6.5m x 26m. 

Soil London clay, improved in 
previous design work. 


FUN FOR NOW 
The pretty spielhaus, 
designed and built by 
Garden Club London, 
is anod to Quincy's 
childhood playhouse 
on Nantucket Island. 
The stilted structure 
is underplanted 

with a decorative 
selection of ferns. It 
has been designed 
so it can easily be 
removed without 
disrupting the 
surrounding garden 
when Quincy's 
daughters outgrow 
its attractions. 
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IN THE NIGHT GARDEN 

Garden lighting can be roughly divided into two types 
— the atmospheric and the utilitarian. In both cases, it’s 
best to keep it as soft and subtle as the situation will 
allow. “No one needs floodlights in their garden,’ says 
Filippo. “Here we washed light up several significant 

trees and spread subtle pools of light along the path.” 


SCREEN TIME 

The studio, by Shackadelic, is screened from the main 
garden by a mix of airy perennials, including Cephalaria 
gigantea, Erigeron karvinskianus and Pennisetum 
alopecuroides ‘Hameln’ and domes of Pittosporum 
tenuifolium ‘Tom Thumb: “Veiling one part of the garden 
is really effective in a small space,’ says Filippo. 


WINDING WAY 

As part of softening 
the garden, Filippo 
put in a winding path 
of Vande Moortel 
clay pavers laid on 
a permeable sand 
base. “Laying them 
to curve through 
the most densely 
planted area helped 
create a valuable 
sense of journeying 
through the garden, 
on route to the 
playhouse and 
studio office, rather 
than just rushing 
from A to B.” 


ADULTS ONLY 

The sleek chill-out zone includes a generously cushioned 
sofa and chair. The fire-bowl, from Solus Decor, is fuelled 
by areservoir of bio-ethanol. “It doesn’t generate a lot of 
heat but it is very atmospheric, and since the whole unit 
is portable, it allows total flexibility, which can be really 
useful if you are entertaining,” says Filippo. 


GARDEN DESIGN 


OP DESIGN TPS FOR 


family gardens 


« Play elements don’t have to be ugly. Sadie, aged 
seven, and Maris four, love their stylish hideaway in this 
garden, but it also ties in with the studio decking and 
planting. Aim to style Wendy houses, climbing frames 
and other equipment to suit your overall aesthetic. 


¢ Only the very youngest of children want to play 
near the house — position hideaways so it takes 
a journey through the garden to reach them. 


¢ Children are fascinated by birds, butterflies 
and insects, so a wildlife-friendly garden is also 
a family-friendly garden. 


¢ Look for unexpected opportunities to introduce 
fun, such as in this garden with the slide down the 
basement stairs (See next page). 


¢ Plan your planting scheme for maximum 
seasonal variation so that young visitors will 
engage with nature as they notice the appearance 
of bright new flowers and fruits or autumnal leaf fall. 


¢ Always remember that a family garden is for 
adults too. Be sure to include a stylish area where you 
can relax in once the children are safely in bed. 

Turn the page for more design ideas [> 
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The basement 
terrace 


There is a significant change of level 
between the basement terrace and 
main garden, so to soften the view from 
the house, Filippo clad the brick retaining 
walls with slats of iroko hardwood. An 
iroko raised bed breaks up this large 
vertical surface with planting including 
Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Tom Thumb’ 
balls, astrantias, ferns and Luzula nivea. 
More plants, including culinary herbs for 
the barbecue, fill three stylish containers 
at the base of the stairs and complete the 
greening of this previously stark area. 


To make space for a proper outdoor 
kitchen, the Kreslers removed their 
outdoor dining table. “For a garden 
design to really work it has to take 
account of the lifestyle and preferences 
of the people who will be living in it,” says 
Filippo. “Quincy and Lock both love to 
cook outside, so we designed a custom 
unit for a large gas-fired barbecue and 
the Big Green Egg charcoal grill. We 
clad the unit in iroko and topped it with 
practical granite slabs that complement 
the terrace, so it blends completely 
when viewed from inside the house.” 


Small directional task lights above the 
barbecue and grill are a practical addition 
for anyone cooking al fresco after dark. 
“You don't want to floodlight the whole 
area, but you do want to see when your 
food is starting to burn,” says Filippo. 


The metal slide that runs down 
one side of the basement stairs 
was designed to be easily removed 
when the children finally outgrow its 
attractions. “Mind you, the slide 

has proven a hit during parties with 
our friends,” says Quincy. “So who 
knows — maybe we will leave it in.” 


The glass balustrades are a 
contemporary choice that allow 

light to shine right down into the 
basement area while maximising views 
back out into the garden. They are also 
a surprisingly safe option in a family 
garden since, unlike some slatted or 
tension wire alternatives, they don't 
offer any footholds for climbing. g 
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GARDEN DESIGN 


Big Green Egg Tel 01962 793800, biggreenegg.co.uk 
Collingwood Lighting Tel 01604 495151, collingwoodlighting.com 
Ethimo (find similar chairs and sofa) Tel +39 0761 300 400, ethimo.com 
FireMagic firemagicgrills.com 

Shackadelic Tel 020 8814 0999, shackadelic.co.uk 

Solus Decor Tel 020 8819 1495, solusdecor.co.uk 

Vande Moortel Tel 020 3633 2422, vandemoortel.co.uk 


Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


10% OFF QUOTE: 22ADGL2 
©5355 400 1500 LOCAL RATE 
harrodhorticultural.com 
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CLAYVERTON 
CL@CHES 


Traditional Victoriah cast iron garden cloches, 


handcrafted at Gur workshop in Bath. 


: > ao. -Ste8 bd 
~ & Www.clavertoncloches.com 
07521 467371 | enquiries@clavertoncloches.com 


Garden Antiques 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 7 079350 576061 


DESIGN 


SOURCEBOOK 


Garden edging 


Keep your borders in check with these stylish edging options 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


FANCY FENCING SLEEK STONE BLENDING BEAUTY 
Round Border Edging, L1.14m x H 36cm, Arcadian Straight Lawn Edging, portland, Campanula Garden Border Edging, L60cm x H 40cm, 
£34.99 for pack of 3, Agriframes, L45cm x H 9cm, £22 each, Haddonstone, £13.99, Crocus, 
0117 934 1790, agriframes.co.uk 01604 770711, haddonstone.co.uk 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 


e+ ts 


GED Er Les A RS ba 08: 
ear teeta va ot ipo Ei aks Tea 
STRONG EDGE DECORATIVE DETAIL FLEXIBLE EDGE 
Titan Mini Steel Edging, brown, L1.15m x H 15cm, Rose and Thistle Decorative Edging, black, L22.5cm, Gothic Rust Edging Hoops, L 40cm x H 40cm, 
£36.29, EverEdge, £4.80 each, Gardenstone, £21 for 6, Harrod Horticultural, 
01630 417120, everedge.co.uk 01978 711017, gardenstone.co.uk 0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 


TWISTS AND TURNS NATURAL CHARM SIMPLE STYLE 
Twisted Edging Hoops, L 40cm x H 35cm, Woven Hazel Border Edging Fence, L60cm, Grande Edging Hurdles, L62cm x H 1m, 
£31.50 for set of 6, Leander, From £16.95, Prestige Wicker, £44 for set of 2, Plantbelles, 
01773 550495, leanderplantsupports.co.uk 01902 492131, prestigewicker.co.uk plantbelles.co.uk 


APRIL 2022 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM 107 


Part of Shannon's Bouquet series, 
this pressed-flower vase is made 
from layers of different coloured 
statice (Limonium sinuatum); 
Shannon enjoys working with statice 
as its stems are relatively strong, it 
grows in a variety of different shades 
and it retains its colours well. 


Facing page Shannon Clegg with 
fresh flowers ready to press by hand 
into shapes using specially designed 

moulds. Her work in glass and 
ceramics and the skills she learned 
while studying product and furniture 
design led her to develop this special 
mould-making technique for pressing 
flowers three-dimensionally. 


Sculptor of flowers 


Through the artistry of pressing florals, sculpting and a little alchemy, 
Shannon Clegg’s Bouquet works take on a whole new dimension 


WORDS DIANA WOOLF PHOTOGRAPHS LISA LINDER 
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outh African designer- 

maker Shannon 

Clegg has called her 

extraordinary series 

of shaped floral 

forms Bouquet. Like a 

traditional bouquet, 

they are made entirely 
of plant material, but unlike their 
namesake, the flowers are skilfully 
moulded into an elegant vessel form, 
which allows them to stand alone 
without a vase to distract from their 
natural beauty. She says, “I want the 
pieces to look as though I have just 
grabbed a bunch of flowers and pulled 
them out of the ground.” 

The flower forms evolved as a result 
of Shannon’s interest in biophilic 
design, a concept that explores the way 
objects can enhance people’s wellbeing 
by indirectly connecting them to 
nature. “I was trying to work out how 
I could develop something new that 
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would create a natural experience 
within the home,” she says. At the 
time she was doing an MA in product 
and furniture design at Kingston 
University London and was exploring 
ways of incorporating pressed flowers 
into furniture, but a chance find of 

an antique wooden tie press got her 
thinking about different ways of using 
pressed flowers: “Historically I had 
always made three-dimensional objects 
so I thought, ‘How can I use 2D flower 
pressings three-dimensionally?”” 

It was a question that was to take 
Shannon several years and all her 
problem-solving skills to answer. 
“When I started it was really tough, but 
in a strange way I enjoyed not being 
able to do it, as I enjoyed working 
it out.” She eventually used her 
experience in mould making (learned 
from her work with ceramics and 
glass), to develop a way of pressing 
plants in the round. The technique > 


Above from left to right 

Using a variety of different length stems allows 
Shannon to give the vases a delicate, flowing rim 
that underlines the fact that they are made 
entirely by hand from flowers. 


This antique wooden tie press, found in a car 
boot sale, was the catalyst behind Shannon's 
flower forms; it inspired her to explore how to 
press flowers in the round. 


Shannon designed and made a wooden 
flower press in a bid to encourage buyers to 
press flowers themselves. She also designed 
folders and notebooks in which to store the 
pressed flowers. 


Shannon experiments with different flowers to 
see how they change with age. She is currently 
interested in researching wildflowers from 
Walthamstow Marshes, including wild carrot, 
yarrow and curled dock. 


Facing page Taking advantage of the delicate 
shadows her flower pressings create, Shannon 
would like to develop a range of light shades for 
the home; she is also interested in collaborating 
with a designer to make headpieces. 


The flower forms evolved from Shannon's 
interest in biophilic design, which explores the 
way objects can enhance people's wellbeing 
by indirectly connecting them to nature 
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as they dry well and have a good 
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fynbos flowers from 


South Africa and Australian kangaroo paw 
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> involves handmaking moulds that she 
then uses to shape the plant material 
over several weeks. Shannon has also 
worked out a process to help retain the 
flowers’ colour and shape. The final 
forms — natural, vase-shaped sculptures 
made out of a delicate lattice of stems 
and petals — will last for several years. 
Although their colours gradually fade 
over time, Shannon has resisted the 
temptation to encase her pieces in 
resin (a preservation method used by 
some designers working with flowers) 
because of the material’s toxicity; resin 
would also destroy the organic texture 
of each of her flower forms, which is so 
much a part of their appeal. 

Shannon prefers to work with 
strong, fibrous flowers such as those 
from the statice family, as they dry well 
and have a good range of colours, as 
well as fynbos flowers from her native 
South Africa and Australian kangaroo 
paw. However, she is conscious of the 
environmental impact of importing 


flowers, and plans to experiment 

with native British wildflowers this 
summer, especially those growing on 
Walthamstow Marshes, an area near 
her home that she grew to love during 
her lockdown walks. She is particularly 
attracted to the often overlooked 
flowers and weeds growing there. “I like 
their marsh-like, quiet tones in greens 
and browns — I am not sure if they 

are going to work but I am going to 
try and press them and see if they do.” 
Let’s hope that this focus on the local 
will result in yet more of Shannon’s 
beautiful, beguiling flower forms. 5 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Find out more about Shannon's work 
at shannonclegg.co.uk 

Shannon will be exhibiting at Homo 
Faber: Crafting a More Human Future, 
Venice, Italy. 10 April — 1 May. 
homofaber.com 

London Craft Week, 9-15 May. 
londoncraftweek.com 


Above from left to right 
Florilegium is a series of products Shannon 
created that focuses on traditional pressed 
flowers; this includes a table decorated with 
a variety of British garden and wildflowers 
sandwiched between sheets of glass. 


A desire to create objects using natural materials 
with the aim of allowing the user to experience 
the benefits of nature within the home 
environment is what led Shannon to work with 
pressed flowers in this innovative way. 


Shannon pressed a selection of British flowers in 
order to research how their structure and colour 
changes; all the flowers here are grown in 
Cheshire by Charlotte Smithson. 


Facing page Unlike a normal flower 
arrangement, Shannon's Bouquet vases, shown 
here made from burgundy kangaroo paw flowers, 
will last several years if kept out of direct 
sunlight. She believes that the natural changes to 
colour that slowly take place as the flower forms 
age are part of their naturally evolving appeal. 
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GARDENS 


ie ee Browse 
We've highlighted some of 
our latest fantastic Offers here, 


covering gardening, lifestyle, travel 
and more. 


Redeem 


Follow the link Provided in each 
offer and apply the offer code when 


Forget chocolate — treat yourself this Easter placing your order. 
with an offer from the Gardens Illustrated Find even more 
Head to gardensill 
Reader Rewards scheme com/offersto find the full rane o 


discounts. deals and competitions 
available to you. 


he 
SEASALT “ 


CORNWALL 


SAVE 20% AT SEASALT 
CORNWALL 

Inspired by the maritime history 
and flora and fauna of Cornwall, 
Seasalt has beautiful clothing and 


accessories for men and women. ae 

You can add some timeless styles to — - 
. (0) _ . - 

your wardrobe with 20% off full-price i eee 

items, both online and in Seasalt S 

Cornwall shops. anew 


To browse clothing and accessories 
woven with stories of Cornwall, visit 
seasaltcornwall.com and use code 
GARDENS20 at checkout or quote 
GARDENS20 in store. 


To redeem all of these offers and more, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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HARDY FUCHSIA PLANTS 
FOR ONEV219;99 

Hardy fuchsias are a beautiful way 
to add colour to your late summer 
garden as they flower well into 
autumn. This Thompson & Morgan 
collection comprises three cultivars 
in beautiful colours. 


To take advantage of this offer, 
visit thompson-morgan.com/ 
TM_GI1 or call 0844 573 1818 


£50 TO SPEND AT VIRGIN 
WINES + FREE DELIVERY 
From juicy reds to zesty whites, Virgin 
Wines have all you need to enjoy a 
glass of delicious, top-quality wine. 
Get a £50 voucher to spend on your 
first purchase of 12 wines or more, as 
well as enjoying free delivery. 


Head to virginwines.co.uk and use 
code GARDENSSO at checkout to 
apply your voucher 


5% OFF FINGHES FRIEND'S 
CLEVER BIRD FEEDERS 
Bring wild birds to your outdoor 
space with Finches Friend feeders. 
The design allows for easy cleaning 
and protects seeds and nuts from 
extreme weather, helping stop the 
spread of parasites from damp food. 


Buy your feeder at finchesfriend. 
com and use the code YD2JI6L 
at checkout 


12% OFF BLOOM & WILD'S 
BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS 
Share your passion for plants with 

a loved one and make their day with 
the delivery of a gorgeous Bloom & 
Wild bouquet or plant. Even better, 
you'll receive a 12% discount on 
any online order. 


Visit bloomandwild.com and then 
apply code GARDENS12 when you 
place your order 


Red Letterdays 


20% OFF EXPERIENGES 
WITH RED LETTER DAYS 

If you're looking for a present with 

a difference, or want to try 
something new yourself, check 

out the exciting range of experiences 
at Red Letter Days — and book with 

a 20% discount! 


Browse the experiences at 
redletterdays.co.uk and apply code 
GARDENS15 at checkout 


THREE AMAZING 
GARDENS TO VISIT 


If you've been inspired by the 
beautiful gardens in this issue, 
check out the garden experiences 
available at Red Letter Days. 


1 Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, 
London -— this world-famous 
garden has over 50,000 plants to 
explore and inspire you. 


2 Barnsdale Gardens, Rutland 

— 39 individual gardens on one site, 
created by Geoff Hamilton for BBC 
Gardeners’ World, ranging from 
Japanese-inspired to a herb garden. 


3 Leonardslee Lakes 
and Gardens, 
West Sussex — a 
magnificent Grade 
1-listed garden 
that has recently 
undergone the 
largest garden 
restoration in 
England. 


To redeem all of these offers and more, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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MAKE IT SUMMERTIME 3 


ALL THE TIME! § 


1000s of outdoor furniture ranges available, PLUS FREE DELIVERY on all sets! 


Specialists in Fire Pit Sets * Daybeds « Sun Loungers *« Dining Sets * Corner Sofa Sets * And much more. 
Shop online at www.Gardenman.co.uk i 
or in our new Gardenman superstore at ) S_ig 

aiaiiaecias 22 Suffolk Rd, Lowestoft NR32 1DZ == GARDENMAN 


— THE OUTDOOR FURNITURE EXPERTS 
@i mazeratian Tel: 0333 2008 333 * Open 7 days a week 


; 


| Nt { ) { Ww { hv! iy ' VG NW : / r 4" NW ) i) Vi) { ee MM 


Est.1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
¢F Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel. 01773 550495 


ANNA JACOBSEN 


DOWNTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword and a gardener’s weekend in... 
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Let Angela Maynard guide you 
sustainably through the art of 
preserving and styling stems 
in the inspiring Modern Dried 
Flowers, reviewed on page 118. 
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Modern Dried Flowers 


MODERN DRIED FLOWERS: 
OVER 20 EVERLASTING 
PROJECTS TO CRAFT, STYLE, 
KEEP AND SHARE 

by Angela Maynard 


White Lion Publishing, £16.99 
ISBN 978-0711257030 


An inspiring dried flower-arranging workshop 


in book form, considering the floral art as 


well as the what, where and how-to. 


Reviewer Rosanna Morris is a freelance writer. 


As our enthusiasm for 
longer-lasting and sustainable 
dried flower arrangements 
continues to flourish 
unbridled, author and florist 
Angela Maynard has produced 
the latest book on the subject. 
A recent glut of books on this 
type of floral art could risk 
repetition or oversaturation, 
but the genre has expanded 
beyond wreaths and mobiles 
and this book serves to 
complement, enhance and 
ground our interest in 
decorative dried botanicals. 
This is probably not the 
book for you if you want 
information on what to grow 
in your garden to dry for 
arrangements, as its focus 
is buying dried or ready-cut 
stems to work with. In its 
essence, Maynard’s book is a 
floristry lesson: leading the 
reader through the what, 
where, how and why of 
arranging with flowers. 
Maynard covers the key areas 
of stem hierarchy, form and 
composition, colourways, 
vessels and the placing of 
the finished arrangement. 


The 20 or so projects take up 
the majority of the book and 
are organised into spring/ 
summer and autumn/winter 
with vase arrangements as well 
as wreaths, bouquets, wall and 
ceiling hangings and pieces 
to wear. Most are small and 
simple with good guidance — 
useful for the beginner — but it 
might leave some feeling the 
need for something bolder, 
more intricate and innovative. 
Two of the book’s handy 
features are in the last chapters 
—a list of where to buy dried 
flowers, including Maynard’s 
own store Botany Shop, and 
a visual guide to some of the 
most common dried stems in 
which each plant is listed with 
its botanical and common 
name, description, height, 
season, drying method and best 
use in a display. The writing is 
confident, instructive, and 
sensible and that, combined 
with simple, minimalist styling 
and photography, means this 
book is more manual than 
masterpiece but it is worth 
making room for on the 
bookshelf nonetheless. 
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Frances Tophill 


THE MODERN GARDENER: 
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
GARDENING CREATIVELY, 
PRODUCTIVELY AND 
SUSTAINABLY 

by Frances Tophill 


Octopus Publishing Group, £22 
ISBN 978-0857839435 


An honest, convincing account of how to be 


a modern gardener and engage with the 


environment in a positive and sustainable way. 


Reviewer Tom Attwood is a nursery owner. 


This is a valiant attempt 
by gardener and presenter 
Frances Tophill to explore 
what a modern gardener 
should aspire to be. Passionate, 
environmental debate runs 
through the book, especially 
when stressing our collective 
need to discard an historic 
over-reliance on chemical- 
focused methodology. The 
argument is countered with 
positive, sustainable 
approaches applicable to all 
gardens, irrespective of size. 
The author’s practical 
advice on garden design is 
filled with grounded ideas 
and solutions. A refreshingly 
healthy dose of realism 
prevails when discussing the 
practicalities of developing 
a garden space; ‘creating and 
implementing a design that 
will be manageable is critical 
for its long-term success. The 
author draws on her own 
experience, suggesting that 
readers be pragmatic, look at 
themselves, and think about 
the skill sets they possess. 
The main chapters cover 
sizeable, traditionally 


information-heavy topics, 
including propagation, 
growing edible crops, 
rudimentary garden design 
principles, and developing 

a healthy soil. I would have 
expected stronger illustrative 
photos in areas such as 
propagation techniques, where 
the few paragraphs of text are 
not enough to fully convey 

a specific technique. 

Plant lists accompany 
selected chapters with 
botanical stalwarts and those 
in need of cajoling through 
a typically wet British winter; 
examples including ‘Perennial 
herbs for heavier soil’ through 
to ‘Annual flowers for cutting’. 
Where relevant, enlightening 
notes highlight whether a 
plant may have a medicinal, 
cosmetic, or culinary use. 

The concept of plant 
provenance is rarely a topic 
even mentioned in 
mainstream gardening books; 
to have it covered here was 
heartening. I found this 
a personal, energised book 
filled with creative and 
thought-provoking ideas. 


THE PLANT RESCUER: THE 
BOOK YOUR HOUSEPLANTS 
WANT YOU TO READ 

by Sarah Gerrard-Jones 


Bloomsbury Publishing, £16.99 
ISBN 978-1526638137 


A refreshingly different approach to houseplant 
care that teaches how to spot and diagnose problems 


with ease and how to get your plants thriving. 


Reviewer Jane Perrone is a houseplant expert. 


When was the last time you 
saw a crispy leaf in a 
houseplant book? Look at 
the lush, flawless foliage and 
plump blossoms in most 
books about indoor plants, 
and it is easy to conclude that 
perfection is the norm. This 
book sets out to change our 
misconception. The truth is 
that leaf drop is part of the 
normal life cycle, and wilting 
leaves are an early warning 
system signalling something 
needs to change. And, most 
importantly, houseplants do 
not have to be a throwaway 
purchase that only lasts 
slightly longer than a bunch 
of flowers. We just need to 
start paying attention to them. 
Sarah Gerrard-Jones’s 
obsession with rescuing 
houseplants was first sparked 
by seeing moth orchids 
chucked out by her local DIY 
shop, simply because they 
had stopped flowering. The 
recent surge of interest in 
houseplants has inevitably 
resulted in an epidemic 
of poorly specimens, as 
newcomers discover that their 


Medinilla or Monstera is not 
cut out for life in the dark. 
The Plant Rescuer takes a 
refreshingly different approach 
to plant care. Individual plant 
profiles are organised not 
according to plant names, but 
by their light requirements — 
the defining factor for success 
or failure when gardening 
indoors. There are ‘decision 
tree’ diagrams that take typical 
problems, such as yellowing 
leaves or mouldy soil, and 
allow you to work your way 
through the questions to 
diagnose what’s gone wrong. 
From watering to air layering, 
there is clear and concise 
advice for both beginners and 
more experienced growers. 
Endless articles about the 
benefits of houseplants tell 
us they boost our mental and 
physical health: this may 
prompt a chuckle if your track 
record includes every plant 
ending up on a one-way trip 
to the compost heap. If you 
consider yourself a serial 
plant murderer, this book 
will give you the confidence 
to stop your killing spree. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


LILACS: BEAUTIFUL 
VARIETIES FOR HOME 
AND GARDEN 

by Naomi Slade, 
photography by 
Georgianna Lane 


Pavilion Books, £25 
ISBN 978-1911663966 


A beautifully illustrated, informative overview of 


a traditional garden favourite. High production 


values make it suitable for coffee table or reference. 


Reviewer Matthew Biggs is a horticulturist and broadcaster. 


In this lavishly illustrated 
overview, we are introduced to 
lilacs through their history and 
botany, including their wild 
origins and introduction into 
horticulture through the great 
plant hunters, including Pierre 
dIncarville, Ernest Wilson and 
Karl Maximovich. It lays a firm 
botanical foundation for the 
early enthusiasts who read like 
a ‘Who’s Who’ of breeders, 
including the Lemoine family 
in France who introduced well 
over 200 lilacs over 80 years, 
and Scotsman John Dunbar, 
whose famous garden at 
Highland Park in Rochester, 
New York still hosts its annual 
lilac festival. These, and short 
practical sections containing 
useful advice on their use in 
the landscape and flower 
arranging, are simply scene 
setters for the glorious 
directory of cultivars to follow. 
Grouped into four chapters 
according to the characteristics 
of the flowers from ‘Fantastic 
Frills to ‘Sumptuous Delights’ 
each selection is accompanied 
with a concise and informative 
description including height, 


spread and other horticultural 
virtues, such as fragrance. 
Each entry has enticing, 
elegantly styled images of 
lilacs in gardens and vases 
bursting from almost every 
page. This book is ‘everything 
lilac, including a few clear 
line drawings, illustrating 
horticultural practices such 
as propagation and pruning. 
The book is somewhat 
unorthodox in its 
organisation. It is odd to 
find the list of societies and 
organisations so early on in 
the text and the species list 
at the end and some of the 
comments in the cultivar 
descriptions are somewhat 
out of keeping with the overall 
tone of the book. However, 
this is a beautifully illustrated 
reference work for landscapers 
and gardeners who will be 
rewarded with a selection 
of many of the finest 
cultivars. These, along with the 
straightforward practical 
advice, will encourage readers 
to consider them more often 
when planting their gardens. 
The lilac revival starts here. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
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FROST 


RHS THE CREATIVE 
GARDENER: INSPIRATIONAL 
PROJECTS AND IDEAS TO 
PERSONALISE YOUR SPACE 
by Adam Frost 


DK, £20 
ISBN 978-0241474464 


A practical and engaging book with beautiful 


images from Adam Frost's garden, featuring step- 


by-step instructions on mindful garden design. 


Reviewer Humaira Ikram is a garden designer. 


When Adam Frost is 

on TV in Gardeners’ World, 
he appears calm in an 
increasingly confusing 

world, and this book is the 
embodiment of that feeling. 
The Creative Gardener is a 
balm of perfectly described 
and photographed set-by-step 
projects for the keen and even 
new gardener, to help make 
any plot more beautiful, 
usable and exciting. 

Frost has a way of making 
you feel as though you could 
build that wooden obelisk 
and shou-sugi-ban it too 
(a Japanese wood-charring 
method, which is neatly 
explained in the book) but the 
main message in this book is, 
give it a go and enjoy the 
journey. We often forget that 
the process is as much part of 
the fun as the final result, but 
if you spend the time to make, 
nurture and build something 
yourself then your gains are 
multiplied — exponentially. 

Projects range from 
creating seasonal planting 
combinations for planters, 
terracotta pots and tubs to 


creating toad homes and bee 
hotels. I think he may have a 
camera in my shed, as there is 
a very specific project on how 
to take apart, replace slats, 
paint and upcycle a café table 
and chairs — something I’ve 
been meaning to do with mine 
for about five years. Maybe 
I will now get around to it, 
quietly counselled by Frost. 
Before I got to this book, my 
husband, mum and one of my 
children had all had a good 
look through. Frost has 
managed to write something 
that has appeal across the 
generations — they all thought 
it was beautiful and practical 
and had picked out specific 
tasks they wanted to tackle. 
None of that has happened 
yet, but I am holding out for 
the new furniture, planters 
and the obelisk that will 
surely result. This is a truly 
inspirational book, with 
attainable goals. Frost passes 
power, knowledge and tools 
back into our hands, to do all 
those things in the garden 
we ve always wanted to achieve 
but didn’t know where to start. 
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More new releases, focusing on wild spaces, trees, and practical 
guides on growing veg in the city, in containers and gardens. 


ORNAMENTAL 
WILDERNESS 


+e 


GREAT TREES 


of the Watienet Trust 
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VERTICAL VEG 


Guide to Container Gardening 


MARK RIDSOILL SMITH 
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THE ORNAMENTAL WILDERNESS 
IN THE ENGLISH GARDEN 

by James Bartos, 

Unicorn Publishing Group, £30, 
ISBN 978-1914414350 

A poignant read that details how 
the concept of wilderness helped 
shape the formal English garden 
during the 17th and 18th centuries. 


50 GREAT TREES OF 

THE NATIONAL TRUST 

by Simon Toomer, 

The National Trust, £10, 

ISBN 978-0707804613 

A collection of 50 beautiful 

trees with detailed, informative 
information and stunning images 
exploring each example. 


CITY VEG: INSPIRATION 
FROM AN URBAN GARDEN 

by Cinead McTernan, 
Bloomsbury Wildlife, £20, 

ISBN 978-1472987846 

Get inspired to grow your own 
organic produce in a small, city 
space and pick up lots of helpful 
tips along the way. 


THE VERTICAL VEG GUIDE 

TO CONTAINER GARDENING 

by Mark Ridsdill Smith, 

Chelsea Green Publishing Co, £26, 
ISBN 978-1645020790 

Make the most of your small space, 
and grow vertical with simple 
planning projects and some tasks 
for the more experienced gardener. 


GARDENING FOR EVERYONE: 
GROWING VEGETABLES, HERBS 
AND MORE AT HOME 

by Julia Watkins, 

Little, Brown Book Group, £18.99, 
ISBN 978-1472146922 

How to grow vegetables in five 
steps; planning, building, planting, 
tending and harvesting. 
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Find new passions to fully engage with this Spring. 
With over 30 magazines to choose from, take advantage of this fantastic - 
introductory offer. Enjoy 6 issues for £9.99, delivered direct to your door. 
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GREATREASONS ° Subscriptions 6 issues for £9.99 @ Enjoy easy and convenient delivery direct to 


TO SUBSCRIBE: © Continue to make great savings after your door 
: your trial period @ Never miss an issue of your favourite magazine 


2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 
Y@ visit buysubscriptions.com/SPR22SP 


(C) call 0330 053 8660" quote code SPR22SP 


*This offer closes on 10th May 2022 and is valid for UK delivery addresses and by direct debit only. The discounts shown are savings calculated as a percentage of the full shop price. For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com. Should the magazine 
ordered change in frequency; we will honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. You are free to cancel your subscription at any time — if you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving your penultimate issue you will pay no more than the trial rate. 
We run trial offers throughout the year to give our customers an opportunity to try a new title before committing to a long-term subscription. These are introductory offers, and we reserve the right to reject or cancel any application for a trial subscription offer if 
the customer has previously purchased a trial offer for the same magazine or any other magazine in the Immediate Media portfolio. For a full list of our titles visit buysubscriptions. com/portfolio. tUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers 
(starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am — 5pm. 


Crossword 


1 2 3 


ACROSS 
8 Common name of annual grass 
Lagurus ovatus — it’s attached to 
long-legged mammal’s rear! (5,4) 

10 A fine-leaved series of verbenas — 
which has a button hole? (5) 

11 Divide eg a plant’s crown 

and rootball (5) 

12 Evaluates, we hear, sweet 

plum-like fruits (5) 

13 Haul... tops of thinned-out weeds (3) 
14 Genus of sticky catchfly and 

rose campion (7) 

16 Creeping plant — or a clip 
advertising forthcoming 

Gardeners’ World? (7) 

18 A series of Agapanthus — ‘Squall’? (5) 
20 Aspiration... some bonsai, maybe (3) 
22 Genus of the European Michaelmas 
daisy (5) 

24 Collection of certain conifer trees (7) 
26/29 A common name for houseplant 
Dieffenbachia — ruins a lordly pile (7,4) 
28 A Morning Glory (Ipomoea) 
species — ‘Zero’ (3) 

30 Number of standards and falls 

on iris — or there about! (5) 

31 A variety of Florence fennel — 
disturbed imago (5) 

33 Big gun salute for a compact, 
small-leaved basil hybrid! (5) 

34 Genus of Lady’s smock and 
bittercress — a man cried out (9) 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the May issue 


SOLUTIONS TO MARCH’S CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 1 Corm 4 Coral bells 9 Costard 10 Creamy 11 Orca 12 Peony 13 Rose 
14 Fringed 15 Medlar 16 Oracle 18 Butomus 20/23 Lyme grass 21 Heath 22 Logs 
24 Chives 25 Drosera 26 Gaillardia 27 Nose. 


DOWN 2 Oscar 3 Muscari 4 Champagne 5 Redwood 6 Lucky 7 Everred 8 Lamb’s ears 
14 Forsythia 15 Matthiola 17 Chervil 18 Bearded 19 Mullein 21 Hosta. 


ial 


1 Genus of Cape gooseberry (8) 

2 Eg a spindle seed’s fleshy orange 
covering... found in tamarillo (4) 

3 Genus of clump-forming bamboos — 
sag, I fear, all over the place (8) 

4 Disease that makes eg potatoes 
wither (6) 

5 A tulip species from Asia aka 
‘Lady Tulip’ — in casual disarray (8) 
6 Rain gently... a spade’s depth (4) 
7 See 9 down 

9/7 A common name for Clarkia 
amoena — upsets a new florist! (5,6) 
15 Where the branches emerge from 
the main stem root (5) 

17 Latin plant term meaning 
‘yellow’... some absolute adjective (5) 
19 A plant’s genetic ‘sport’ — turning 
a mint out (8) 

21 Tree with blackberry-type fruit, 
genus Morus (8) 

23 Lancaster’s favourite summer 
flower? (3,4) 

24 Small relatives of carnations (5) 
25 Genus of bog myrtle/sweet-gale — 
could produce icy arm (6) 

27 A double-flowering scarlet 
hollyhock... from ooh, Arabia! (5) 
29 See 26 across 

32 Genus of iris relative called 

‘Corn lily’ — in Phoenix, I assume (4) 


PRINT 
VERSION 


You can buy printed 
issues of the magazine 
published up to six 
issues ago at 
buysubscriptions.com 
or see below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 
see page 28 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


03330 162114 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 


Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 


SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
CIUK £4.79 per copy [FIUK £5.99 per copy 
MIEU £5.59 per copy [CIEU £6.99 per copy 
O)Rest of world +£6.39 per copy (Rest of world £7.99 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
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CEU £9.45 each CIEU £10.50 each 

(C)Rest of world £10.80 each [JRest of world £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 
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Gardens Illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens to visit 


As spring begins, make time to visit this collection of glorious gardens 


5) 
8 
4 6 
3 
HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 
Feel uplifted by over 40,000 tulips proudly standing to attention and providing 2 Ik 
a visual feast of spring colour. Tulip Celebrations at Hever Castle & Gardens will see 11 10 


the gardeners lead visitors on daily tours of the Castle grounds which will be ablaze 


with tulips in every conceivable colour, from 19 to 24 April 2022. 
Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG | 01732 865224 | hevercastle.co.uk 
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MORTON HALL GARDENS 

Morton Hall Gardens Tulip Festival 30 April to 2 May, in conjunction with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and Bloms Bulbs. Be inspired by thousands of stunning 
tulips in borders, pots and cut flower displays, with expertise from Bloms Bulbs 
at hand. Tickets are limited and must be pre-booked at rsc.org.uk/morton-hall. 
Worcestershire B96 6SJ | 01386 791820 | mortonhallgardens.co.uk 


DUBLIN GARDEN TRAIL 

Something is stirring in Dublin! Spectacular private gardens are 
flourishing. The 14 most celebrated invite you to explore. Expert plantspeople. 
Extensive botanical collections. Rich in design and art. Large demesnes and 


urban gems. A warm welcome awaits you. 


+353 87 9724271 | dublingardens.com | dublingardengroup@gmail.com 


A / ey) 
WATERPERRY GARDENS 
Celebrate Spring at Waterperry Gardens with a visit to our Fritillary 
meadow. See the county flower of Oxfordshire in all its native splendour as it 
flowers throughout April. Waterperry Gardens a place to explore, relax and 
shop in beautiful surroundings all year round. 

Nr Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1LA | 01844 339254 | waterperrygardens.co.uk 


GLAMIS CASTLE 

Situated in heart of Angus, Glamis Castle is renowned for its rich history. 
The castle offers guided tours where visitors can explore the fascinating 1,000- 
year history, while the gardens have an array of outdoor spaces including The 
Italian Garden, Nature Trail, Walled Garden and the atmospheric Macbeth Trail. 
Angus, Scotland DD8 1RJ | 01307 840393 | glamis-castle.co.uk 
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CLUMBER PARK NATIONAL TRUST 

Set within Clumber Park’s 3,800 acres of parkland, the picturesque Pleasure 
Grounds feature 250-year-old Cedars, a man-made serpentine lake, two classical 
temples, an ornamental bridge, a Victorian lakeside terrace, a pinetum, a missing 
mansion and a magnificent chapel, often referred to as a ‘Cathedral in Miniature’. 
Nottinghamshire S80 3BE | 01909 476592 | nationaltrust.org.uk/clumber-park 
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THE YORKSHIRE ARBORETUM 

The Yorkshire Arboretum offers 120 acres of peace and tranquillity in the 
heart of North Yorkshire. Experience exceptional natural beauty, a botanically 
diverse tree collection, sweeping vistas and wildflower meadows. Just 30 
minutes from York, it’s yours to explore! 
Castle Howard, York YO60 7BY | 01653 648598 | yorkshirearboretum.org 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE SAVILL GARDEN 

This haven of beautifully designed gardens and woodland combines both 
traditional and contemporary styles, with royal connections throughout. From 
April, Spring Wood comes alive with magnificent rhododendrons, magnolias, ferns 
and woodland perennials and in The Glades, you'll find drifts of fresh spring bulbs. 
Wick Lane, Englefield Green, Egham, TW20 0UJ | windsorgreatpark.co.uk 
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OSTERLEY PARK AND HOUSE NATIONAL TRUST 


Osterley’s bursting with colour this spring. Drop by the fragrant bulb 
display in the Garden House on the Easter Egg Adventure this April, picnic in 
the park and catch the bluebells blooming across the Long Walk in May. 


Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 4RB | 020 8232 5050 | nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley 


l GREAT DIXTER HOUSE & GARDENS 

Nestled in the Sussex countryside is a garden that inspires horticulturists 
across the world as it marries the natural with the gardened. Wander the swathes 
of wildflower meadows before stepping into this multi-layered garden which 
provides interest throughout the year and mixes the exotic with the conventional. 


Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6PH | greatdixter.co.uk 


l HESTERCOMBE GARDENS 

Hestercombe encompasses 50 acres of quintessential Somerset gardens, 
spanning three centuries of garden design. The estate offers a unique combination 
and varied experience of the Georgian Landscape Garden (designed 1750s), the 
Victorian Shrubbery and the Edwardian Formal Gardens (early 1900s). 
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8LG | 01823 413923 | hestercombe.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired for the spring season with 
the best plant and bulb suppliers 


BEETHAM 
NURSERIES 


Award-winning, family-run plant 
nursery in Cumbria, specialising in 
herbaceous perennials and plants for 
over 30 years. We pride ourselves on 
our expert knowledge, friendly staff 
and our passion for plants. 
beethamnurseries.co.uk 
01539 563630 


PETER BEALES ROSES 


For gorgeous scent and colour in 
your garden this summer, order your 
new seasons’ quality container roses. 

With over 300 varieties to choose 

from - we're positive you'll find 

your perfect rose. 
classicroses.co.uk 
info@peterbealesroses.com 


MEADOWGATE 
NURSERY 


A family-run, independent nursery, 
specialising in ornamental grasses. 
Over ten years’ experience in growing 
a diverse range of grasses. We offer 
tailored advice on the use and care of 
the grasses we sell. 
meadowgatenursery.co.uk 
07736 523262 


BUNKERS HILL 
PLANT NURSERY 


A small family-run plant nursery 
near Woodstock, Oxfordshire with an 
old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. Our staff have a wide range of 
horticultural knowledge and we offer 
a huge selection of top-quality plants 
including rare and unusual varieties. 
bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk 

01869 331492 


BLUEBELL 
ARBORETUM 
& NURSERY 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs and 
climbers including a huge selection of 
unusual species and cultivars. 
Informative website and a reliable 
mail-order service is available. 
bluebellnursery.com 
01530 413700 


THE PLACE 
FOR PLANTS 


Traditional plant centre located in 
Victorian walled garden with 
adjoining 20-acre garden/arboretum. 
Stocked with trees, shrubs, roses, 
herbaceous, climbers, conifers, herbs 
etc. Café and Shop. East Bergholt 
Place, Suffolk CO7 6UP. 
placeforplants.co.uk 
01206 299224 


ASHWOOD 
NURSERIES 


An independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands offering many 
home-grown beautiful plants. Open 
seven days a week. Mainland UK mail 
order service available. 
ashwoodnurseries.com 
01384 401996 


OLD COURT 
NURSERIES 


Specialist family-run nursery and 
garden open Wednesday to Saturday, 
1lam-5pm from April. Catalogue 
available on request. Order now for 
May delivery of Michaelmas daisies 
and more. 
autumnasters.co.uk 
01684 540416 


WEASDALE 
NURSERIES LTD 


Hardy trees and shrubs from hardy 
beginnings at an elevation of 260m 
above sea level. Ask for a copy of our 
splendid 124-page mail-order 
catalogue today. 
weasdale.com 
015396 23246 


Spring 
inspiration 


From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade 
pots and practical accessories, we can help to 
make your spring garden special 


HENCHMAN 


A Henchman Tripod ladder is 
designed for uneven terrain, 
with fully adjustable legs, claw 
feet, a wide platform rung for 
extra stability, a high rail guard 
so you can work hands free. Free 
gardening gloves for GI readers, 
apply code G322 in basket. 


03333 444 229 
henchman.co.uk 


SUSAN ENTWISTLE 


I create my paintings in a 
contemporary, pointillist style to 
capture the vibrancy and essence of 
beautiful gardens and landscapes. 
Visit susanentwistle.com to 

view my original art, limited- 
edition prints, velvet cushions 
and greeting cards. For a 10% 
discount in April please enter 
SPRING22 at the checkout. 


0115 937 5705 
susanentwistle.com 


GRANDE PLANT 
BELLES 


The NEW taller, wider and 
heavier Plant Belles, straddle the 
gap between obelisks and grow- 
through plant supports. These 
Grande structures offer support 
to needy tall perennials, shrubs 
and climbing roses. ‘The elegant 
robust steel wire ‘Belle’ frames 
are handmade in three different 
shapes and sizes. 


01363 84514 
plantbelles.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


RUTH MOILLIET 
SCULPTURE 


Ruth Moilliet produces highly 
finished sculptures inspired 

by the plant kingdom. Choose 
from an existing portfolio or 
commission your own bespoke 
piece. An ideal addition to 

any garden or indoor setting, 
regardless of size and created to 
meet your requirements. 


sculpture@ruthmoilliet.com 
ruthmoilliet.com 


BACKDOORSHOES 


Put a spring in your step with a pair 
of lightweight, waterproof, durable 
Backdoorshoes! Perfect footwear 
to slip on/off and nip outdoors 

to tend to the garden, walk the 
dog and even put out the bins... 
With over 30 designs suitable for 
Men and Ladies, UK sizes 3-14, 
there is something for everyone. 
Receive a 10% discount with code 
SPRINGGI - T&Cs apply. 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


Meet Willow the roe deer. Shes 
made from 5mm-thick steel, 
stands 1.2m tall and is supplied 
with a rust patina finish. 


Willow will look great in any 
setting and is sure to add warmth 
and interest to her surroundings. 
She is often purchased along with 
her daughter, Grace, and/or her 
mate Hagrid the Stag. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


MR FOX’S GARDEN 


Handmade Garden Art & Plant 
Supports. Our rain catchers are 
perfect for the April Showers! We 
offer them in a variety of different 
shapes and sizes. We think that 
often the most simplistic ideas 
are the best and these are one 

of our firm favourites. You can 
buy our rain catchers online at 
mrfoxsgarden.com. 


01803 612370 
mrfoxsgarden.com 


Marketplace To advertise call Mica Enwright on 0117 300 8756 
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APPOK NE | BAYLISS 


AUTOVENTS 


The Bayliss range of Autovents opens and closes greenhouse vents 
automatically without the need for electricity by using the warmth of the sun 


© 2 Year Guarantee ® Credit Cards Accepted @ Online Ordering ® Free UK Delivery 


For a FREE brochure telephone or visit the contact us page 


01335 342981 


www.baylissautovents.co.uk 
Bayliss Precision Components Ltd, Airfield Ind Estate, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1HA 


Aquaplancton 
Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year” (* 
Pond before Pond after 


Traditional Cleft Oak Fencing and Gates. Established over 25 years. 
Contact Alex:- 
www.cleftwood.com — cleftwood9@gmail.com Tel: 07813 760763 


Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, green 
water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 30 years. People 
re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 


www.aquaplancton.co.uk 
Tel: 01298 214003 


JANET MAVEC 


Bubo the Owl, the wisest of them all. A big hoot and holler to all bird lovers, 
night owls and owl obsessed city folk. From Janet Mavecss beautiful, 
everyday jewellery collection plucked from nature. Made of 18kt gold plated 
brass. We ship world wide. For 20% Gl reader discount, use code GI20 
www.janetmavec.com 


01905 778351 | 
wy.arthurjack.co.uk 


», Rory Clonville 


ard@n and® Planting Design 


Source your plants, seeds and bulbs from a range of nurseries and www. roryglanville.com 
specialised plants suppliers. Visit the online nursery directory at 


www.gardensillustrated.com/directory 


yiGARDENS 


Piek-U St. A Tew 


ALISTER THORPE 


JASON INGRAM, 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


MAY 


- Advice from Binny Plants on finding the perfect peony 


- Ecologically diverse planting in a Cornish garden 
- A small city garden where the packed borders 
complement a striking feature wall 
- A classic country garden developed over 20 years 
by designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 


PLUS our essential guide to the gardens and plants to look 
out for at this year's RHS Chelsea Flower Show 


ON SALE 3 MAY 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 28. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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Howto spend a gardener’s weekend in... 


Paris 


From formal and historic to romantic idealism, Parisian parks are beautifully designed 
and can be experienced en route to the city's many delightful eateries and attractions 


Insider 
tips 

Best plate of 
Snails near the 
Gare du Nord 
Terminus Nord 
Best quick lunch 
Ten Belles, 

three locations 
around Paris 
Best neo-bistro 
Racines, 2nd 
arrondissement 
Best market 
for eating in 

La Felicita, 13th 
arrondissement 
Best setting for 
a celebration 
Loulou, on the edge 
of the Tuileries 


As Cole Porter sings in / Love Paris, 
the city is not just lovable in the 
springtime but during all the seasons, 
especially for visitors. It’s fun to be 

a tourist in Paris, just as it is in New 
York; you can be as clichéd as you like 
and the city will rise up to meet you, 
with an overabundance of beauty, 
flavours and inspiration. 


Scenic route 
The parks of Paris are often an 
amuse-bouche for the ticketed 


attraction; the Jardin du Palais Royal, 


on the way to the Comédie-Frangaise, 
for instance, is a lesson in baroque 
grandeur, with endless cuboids of 
lime trees supported on narrow 
trunks. The Tuileries, designed by 
André Le Notre, will get you to the 
Musée des Arts Décoratifs, the Jeu de 
Paume, or the Musée de |’Orangerie 

— where Monet's rooms of Water 
Lilies await. On the city outskirts, the 
Chateau de Sceaux also bears the 
signature of Le Nétre; go for its allées 
of cherry blossom in spring. The 
Jardin des Plantes is as enjoyably 
theatrical as the Muséum National 
d'Histoire Naturelle nearby. See 

also the eccentrically romantic Pare 
Monceau, the roseraie (from around 


Rose garden.at Parc de*Bagatelle., 


mid-May) at Parc de Bagatelle, and 
the Medici influence on display in the 
Jardin du Luxembourg. 


Culture stop 

If museums are the main event, then 
their palatial and luxurious offering 
does not disappoint. However, 

there are other collections such as 
Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature 
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in Le Marais, which explores the 
relationship between people and 
animals, which is too imaginative 
and delightful to describe in brief. 
Prepare for historic artefacts mixed 
with contemporary artworks in 
majestic surroundings. Then there 
are smaller places, such as Maison 
de Balzac, with its new Rose Bakery 
café in a new garden, overlooking 
the Eiffel Tower. The Musée Albert- 
Kahn in Boulogne-Billancourt to the 
west reopens in April after extensive 
refurbishment. Its photography and 
film collections are only part of the 
attraction: The nine-acre garden, 
lovingly made by the banker and 


’ y ~~ eon 


Musée’ Albert-Kahn @ardens. 


philanthropist Albert Kahn from 
the late 19th century on, is partly 
Japan-influenced, and includes a 
reassembled Japanese village. 


Cafés and eateries 

In a place where food is a national 
preoccupation, there is little point in 
trying to target the best food halls and 
small food shops in its capital city. 
Were one to throw a dart at a map of 
Paris that happened to land near the 
Bastille, a closer look might reveal 

the following. Grocery store Epicerie 
Hectare has lettering all over its front 
windows indicating the freshness of 
various items, while Saveurs et Vous at 
9, rue Keller is similarly connected with 
farmers and small producers. Onobio 
delivers baskets of fruit and vegetables 
to last for one week, while LAlpage 
d/Aligre sells seasonal cheeses and 

Au Fin Gourmet is a more upscale 
charcuterie, near the Marché dAligre. 
Ten Belles, bakery and sustainable 


Le.Cabinet.de.Porcelaine. 


coffee roaster, offers wholegrain 
alternatives to the croissant, as well 
artisanal sourdough loaves. 


The Right Bank 

Parisians who live on the Right Bank 
may scoff at enthusiastic visitors of 
the Rive Gauche, but it is here that 
our dreams are realised, in shops 
such as Le Cabinet de Porcelaine, 
on rue de Verneuil (near the Musée 
d'Orsay). Fruit, vegetables and 
flowers are refashioned in porcelain, 
from a plate of salsify with a painted 
daddy long legs, to a chandelier 

of morning glories. Deyrolle, the 
taxidermy, entomology and natural 
curiosities emporium on nearby rue 
du Bac, includes Le Prince Jardinier, 
a clothing and tool line for elegant 
gardeners, fitting in seamlessly with 
the animal ark, as well as books and 
prints on insects and plants. In the 
18th arrondissement, Herbarium 
breathes new life into the idea of 
pressed and dried flowers, framed 
(as herbiers), bunched, or offered 

in the form of workshops. 


Herbarium. 
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“Sweden ss. give ue SE ce ie af Massachusetts USA’ 33 
Visit us at the RHS Flower Shows 2022 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 24'-28" May | RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival 4-9" July | RHS Flower Show Tatton Park 20-24" July 


Discover the secret of Hartley Botanic by calling UK - 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 


USA - 781 933 1993 or visit www.hartley-botanic.com ks 


NOTHING ELSE IS A HARTLEY 


The only aluminium Glasshouses and Greenhouses endorsed by the RHS 
® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


